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Abstract

The market as the economic base of the urban system has a long history in
Egyptian civilization. Islamization of Egypt had never stopped the
economic market. Although the presence of Muslim governors in Egypt in
the first few centuries affected the change in the status of markets and even
their economic form, the market was a major player in the economic system
in all periods of the Islamic era. Based on the continuation of the economic
system of the market in Egyptian civilization, the main goal of this research
is to answer the fundamental question that: “what were the socio-religious
functions of the Islamic markets in the Muslim governor era?” Library
reviews and the study of written sources relying on the method of historical
studies are a descriptive and analytical method based on deduction and
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analogy. Accordingly, it was found that the development of the location of
the market-making space as an essential element of social and civil life in
Egypt provided a conducive platform for holding and promotion of national
and religious ceremonies. The establishment of important markets in the
vicinity of mosques, especially central mosques, has led to a continuum of
economy and religion. The collection of interrelated religious functions of
Egyptian markets is obviously seen in formation of the Qur'an and its
maintenance, or the holding of Friday prayers. Also, the launch of
economic institutions is visible, such as the establishment of economic
market activities and the formation of guilds and organizations in the
market, and the professions. In addition, the role of the broad market area
in creating massive popular gatherings against political rule and the
presence of marketers in social rebellions could reflect the social roles of
the market and marketers in the Egyptian era of governors as a result of the
provincial financial pressures. As a result, some of the main characteristics
of the market in Islamic cities, in addition to the economic role, are social
and religious functions. As the markets built in the vicinity of mosques,
especially central mosques, created a deep relationship between the market
and the mosque, and because of these relations, the markets played a
significant social and religious role. Thence, the expanded space of markets
was used at national and religious celebrations, and the religious-cultural
function of the markets was more visible by Qur'an meetings in some of
the markets. Continuum of the markets with the central mosques displayed
its greatest religious-social function. It was because of the widespread
welcoming of the prayers to congregations and especially the Friday
prayers that closed all the shops. Moreover, because the location of the
mosques for such a large crowd was very small, the market place was used
as a location for Friday prayers and congregations. Another social function
of these markets was the emergence of social classes within the market
originating from the economic and commercial prosperity of Egypt. In this
era, the formation of powerful and diverse businessmen is witnessed within
the markets. Each of these guilds within the market played a major role in
the power of social classes within the market. Merchants, crafters, bankers,
vendors, and so on were some of the most influential and powerful
Egyptian tradesmen in the markets. Another part of the social functioning
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of the market appeared in social insurrections, deriving from the
government's involvement in market affairs as a contribution to market
profits, which can be verified in several points. Muslim governor’s became
familiar with the tradeoffs since they arrived in Egypt because of previous
acquisitions of trade and commerce. For this reason, the construction of
markets in the Egyptian cities was considered as their most important first
step, raising the need to create a market for trading because they were
businessmen. Therefore, through the creation of markets in Egypt, the
governors earned a great deal of economic profit by leasing them to traders,
in addition to influencing the economic growth of the markets. Some
examples of such businesses are the creation of markets such as the flour
seller market and the Verdan market in the city of Fustat served by “Amr
ibnAas”. Ahmad-ibn-¢ Toullon, the Provincial Governor, in addition to
creating markets in the new neighborhood of Dhaktah in Fustat, created
shops and cafes in the Tennis City Market, which also influenced the
economic prosperity and expansion of this market. By On the other hand,
their governors shared their economic and financial benefits by
participating in trade and commerce. Amro-ibn-e Aas was one of the
provincial governors who paved the way for businessmen from Hejaz to
the Egyptian markets by solutions such as paving Amir Al-Mu' minincanal.
In addition to the governors, some government officials also occupied part
of the market by participating in trade and commerce. For instance, Yusuf
ibn Ibrahim and his son Ahmed ibn Yusuf, who had positions in the
government of Dhaktah, achieved this by participating in the textile trade
and earning money. Another way of gaining a lot of profits from the
marketplace business was to levy a tax on the taxpayer, which was a portion
of goods deposited in governmental depots. As a result, they sold the goods
in the warehouses they had built in the markets for keeping their trading
goods. Another case that granted great gains to governors and government
officials was to get a loan from a large business resident in the markets. As
Ahmad ibn Youssef as a government official, for instance, made a loan to
one of the tax agents. And it was again a reflection of the prosperous look
of the sovereignty of the market. It was Max's tax that he received from
traders in the markets. Amr ibnAas, for example, created a merchant boat
through the creation of the Amir Al-Mu'minincanal in Fustat, and many
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taxes were levied on customs duties to pave the way for merchants to enter
Egypt. In this process, the market space, along with the coherent
organization of the guilds, bestowed the marketers a lot of bargaining
power against the governors. Hence, when the Caliphate system chose
hardline financiers for cities, they were dissatisfied with the cruel policies
of marketers. They would have rebelled, after which the Caliphate retreated
to the demand.
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