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Abstract

In the nineteenth century, the Iranian workforce migrated abroad. Iranian
peasants and craftsmen went to Central Asia, Caucasus, Istanbul,
Damascus, Aleppo, Baghdad, India and even America to find work. In the
meantime, for reasons that will be said, migration to the Caucasus was
more important and more significant than other places. Most of these
immigrants were from Azerbaijani towns and villages. In the mention of
the reasons for immigration, Iran was facing serious crises in the 19th
century in the political, social and economic spheres. Colonial
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interventions, including the wars between Iran and Russia, have led to the
collapse of the traditional Iranian economy. The impact of the global
economy on Iran has had a decisive impact on the economy of the country.
From the second half of the nineteenth century (late 1860s), the decline in
silkworms and the devaluation of the currency, as well as the global
collapse of silver value, stopped growing foreign trade.

Another blow to the Iranian economy was the destruction of the
domestic industry. Though these problems spread throughout Iran, the
results were more serious for Azerbaijan, as this state with two million
people was the most populous state in Iran and suffered more pressure. As
a result, 85 percent of the Iranian immigrant labor force was formed by the
Azerbaijani people to the Caucasus. Although Azerbaijan was the Grain
warehouse of Iran, problems such as the lack of proper ways, the
oppression of the lords and owners, as well as cruel taxes, prevented the
improvement of the livelihood of the peasants in Azerbaijan.

In addition to internal Difficulties, some foreign factors also exerted
pressure on Azerbaijan. The first was the opening of the Suez Canal in
1829, which reduced the importance of the commercial route of Tabriz-
Tarabuzan. The next factor was the stopping of Russian transit, which
exacerbated the previous situation. As a result of these internal and external
factors, some Azerbaijani residents sought to migrate to find work. Most
of these immigrants went to the Caucasus for various reasons.

The attractions of the Caucasus made them fascinated. The Baku oil
industry and such projects as the Baku-Thilisi-Batumi railway, and even
agricultural affairs, caused a massive of job seekers to go to these areas.
Another important factor that paved the way for immigration was the
welcome of the Russian government of refugees.

One of the reasons for the Russians to welcome Iranian workers was,
firstly, the financial need of these workers. Because of this intense need,
they accepted the hardest works with the lowest salaries. Also, because they
were politically uninformed, they were reluctant to engage in labor unions
and political activities, such as participating in strikes, and this caused the
Russians to encourage them for enter to the Caucasus.

It is necessary to point out that the emigration of Iranian workers was
not permanent in the Caucasus, but that they were returning to the Caucasus
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from time to time for a limited time, and after save some money to their
families, returning to their homes, so migration was seasonal. Therefore, it
must be said that these immigrations have an economic nature, and some
claims that these migrations are politically not correct.

In addition, some believe that immigrants to some extent have a
religious nature and some non-muslim immigrate to caucasus, it still seems
wrong, because at the same time many Azerbaijanis believed that their
ancestors were Caucasian and Russian nationals. In an effort to get Russian
citizenship, they meant that they would benefit from the prosperity of the
Caucasus and prosperity and security.
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