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Interpretation and Misinterpretation of the Indicators of the Modern
Civilization in contemporary Iranian History (the Qajar era)

Qobad Mansoorbakht’
Abstract

The relations and ties between societies and countries regardless of their
type have always had a social nature and have taken form under two major
social institutions, i.e. culture and civilization. Accordingly, human
societies, though presenting their material and spiritual achievements in the
course of various relations and ties these achievements were not considered
to be just material and spiritual products. The aforementioned
achievements are considered to be the signs of a specific and vital culture
and civilization as the power of a society. Emergence of the modern
European civilization and its encounter with other human civilizations
including Iran has taken place in this regard.
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In the early 19" century following the military invasion of Russia to Iran
and occurrence of the first and second wars of Iran and Russia, Iran faced
a new military issue which could not be solved with the sciences,
techniques and achievements of the old civilization; as a result, Iran
suffered heavy historical defeats; but this was not restricted just to heavy
military defeats because encountering a modern army was indeed the
opening of encountering other aspects of the new civilization which was
expanding in Iran and other parts of the world via colonization. The
outcome of this encounter and expansion was the emergence of two basic
problems for Iran: 1- Due to the military-political-economic and cultural
defeats, Iran's independence was in danger and exposed to clear and hidden
domination of the foreigners; 2- Due to the expansion of the material and
spiritual products of the new civilization, some new needs were developed
the satisfaction of which was not possible but via the assistance of the
colonizing powers.

What happened in this situation was not just a problem; rather a "problem-
indicator"” or “indicator-problem™. Problem-indicator heralded the
emergence of a new historical era which was basically different from the
old era. Problem-indicator revealed the signs of the new era and its
products, i.e. new civilization and its power in termination of the life of old
civilizations and creation of fundamental changes in the world as a whole.
Interpretation of indicators by some elites like Abbas Mirza, Qaem
Magams and Amir Kabir was considered to be an indication of the
possibility of the resolution of the problem; but contrary to the mentioned
elites, the majority of elites including the Shah and court in various eras
caused the best and most proper historical opportunity for resolution of the
problem of modern civilization to be destroyed by killing the interpreters
and in doing so they also caused Iran to be plunged in historical crises
resulted from the encounter with modern civilization and turned the
misinterpretation of modern civilization into a public culture.

Research Question



Tahgqiqat-e Tarikh-e Ejtema’l (Social History Studies), VOL:8, NO:1, Spring & Summer 2018

Based on what was said in the problem statement, this article is an effort to
answer the following fundamental question: "Why were the indicators of
the modern civilization misinterpreted and finally the interpreters were
destroyed by the misinterpreters?"

Research Hypothesis

The current research is based on the hypothesis that the kings and elites of
Qajar court in their encounter with the problem-indicators of modern
civilization, on the one hand, due to their rational inability, and on the other
hand, due to their absolute dependence on sensory perceptions and ordinary
intellectual habits, were unable to interpret the indicators of the modern
civilization and they had no way but following wrong misinterpretations
and in doing so they also caused Iran to be plunged in historical crises
resulted from the encounter with modern civilization.

Conclusion:

The findings of the current research based on the method of rational
explication (focusing on two military-political and economic domains)
show that Qajar kings despite their long encounter with modern
civilization, were unable to interpret the indicators of modern civilization
and instead they were plunged in the hallucinations of the old age and its
relations and ties. They insisted on the misinterpretation of the indicators
of modern civilization as far as they caused Iran to be plunged in the
problems of modern civilization and they also were wiped off from the
political scene of Iran.

Keywords: modern civilization, indicators of the modern civilization,
economic, military and social indicators of the modern civilization, Qajar
monarchs, Modern civilization issues
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