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Abstract

The period of time between collapse of Ilkhanids and the rise of Timiirid is called

interregnum. Lack of a central government and the rise of several local dynasties had
adverse outcomes for Iran and its people. Such chaotic political situation and tendency
of local dynasties for consolidation of their power and development of their territory
made people tolerate war, massacre, plunder, destruction, famine, and starvation during
those turbulent decades. Southern and central regions of Iran being under the rule of
Muzaffarids (718-795/1318-1336) experienced five famines. This descriptive-analytical
study has been done relying on library resources especially local histories. It aimed at
answering the following question: why did such famines happen? And what were their
outcomes? The findings show that some natural causes including drought or heavy
rainfalls and some unnatural or human causes such as continuous wars and military
campaigns, laying prolonged siege to cities, incompetent rulers and their irresponsibility
were some of main causes for occurrence of five famines in geographical scope of
Muzaffarids government. Weakening people’s livelihood, population downgrade,
increase in morality, immigration, poverty, and starvation, malnutrition, and moral

degradation were some of consequences of these famines.
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Intruduction

An extreme scarcity of food, agricultural products, and crops that is called famine has
happened in Iran many times. People during Interregnum, the period of time after
collapse of Ilkhanate dynasty (653-736/1255-1313) when there was not a dominant
central government and several local governments ruled on Iran, experienced a famine.
Riot, dispute, massacre, destruction, and plunder were the frequent words are used by
historians about local governments such as the Jalayirid, Al-e ¢éban in Iraq and
Azerbaijan, Al-e Kart and Sarbedars in Khorasan and Injiis and Muzaffarids in southern
and central regions of Iran. The current study focusing on one of the above-mentioned
local governments that is Muzaffarids, aims at finding out the causes and consequences
of several famines in the territory of Muzaffarids.It is supposed that sociopolitical
conditions, occurrence of prolonged wars, manner of Muzaffarids governance and
climatic conditions of southern and central regions of Iran had been effective factors of
famines. It also seems that population decline, increase of morality, immigration,

poverty, and malnutrition have been some of consequences.

Materials and Methods

This descriptive-analytical study has been done relying on library resources especially
local histories.

Discussion and Result

Done studied on famine in Iran indicate that there is not a comprehensive study on
famine during Muzaffarids era. However, in some studies some aspects have been
hinted briefly. In Famine in Iran by Ahmad Ketabi (2005) time and place of two
famines are referred to without a detailed explanation. In the introduction of (The
history of Kerman) by Vaziri Kermani, BastaniParizi (1973) refers to famine in Kerman
during Muzaffarids dynasty.But In The 8" century AH, Southern and central regions of
Iran being under the rule of Muzaffarids (718-795/1318-1336) experienced five
famines. Not existing a central government, existing several local dynasties, political
and social instability were some of outstanding features of that period of time. Such a
condition made Iran especially Muzaffarids reign experience many disasters such as
famine and disorderliness. Frequent wars, long-term besieges, climatic condition,
natural disasters whether as drought or heavy rainfalls, blockage of roads were some of
effective natural and human causes of five famines happened during Muzaffarids reign.
And finally, Weakening people’s livelihood, population downgrade, increase in
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morality, immigration, poverty, and starvation, malnutrition, and moral degradation

were some of consequences of these famines.

Conclusion

Frequent wars, long-term besieges, climatic condition, natural disasters whether as
drought or heavy rainfalls, blockage of roads were some of effective natural and human
causes of five famines happened during Muzaffarids reign.Among effective social and
political factors that cause famine, wars, and besiege of cities have a significant role.
Besides their direct effect on occurrence or intensification of famine they cause political
instability, poverty, and decadence of moral values. Furthermore, incompetent
Muzaffarid rulers, the nature of policies and taken measure, and lack of appropriate
reactions to famines have made difficulties intensify. Instead of taking appropriate
measures to reduce damages of famine on people’s mind and body, they not only pay no
heed but they worsened the situation. Imprudent rulers caused demoralization and
disappointment among people. Not importing enough crops into cities, high cost of
foods, and hunger were some of immediate consequences of these famines. Population
degradation was another consequence that happened due to people’s death or migration.
Those who migrated never returned their homes. Some died during migration, those
who reached their destination healthy suffered mental damages. Accordingly, bad moral
and behavioral values and social deviance became prevalent that have been reflected in

poems by famous poets lived in interregnum era.
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