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Abstract 

The Gachsaran region was one of the strongholds of the Arjan State during the early 

and middle Islamic centuries and is part of the nomadic mountainous region of 

Giloyeh. In the historical Islamic era, this region was economically and culturally 

pivotal due to the passage of the Arjan highway to Shiraz. However, several 

historical aspects related to this region, including its nomadic developments in 

ancient times and the presence of the Ismailis in the southwest of Iran, warrant 

further investigation. Archaeological studies in the catchment area of the 

construction of the Cham-Shir dam in the Gachsaran region provide an opportunity 

to investigate several sites in this area, including site number 29. At this historical 

site, the investigations were conducted to document the settlement quality, space 

plan, architectural remains, and the history of the settlement based on archaeological 

evidence. Accordingly, this research aims to answer three questions, i.e.: 1.To which 

historical period or era does Site 29 belong? 2. What are the most important 

architectural features of the site? 3. To which community can the archaeological 

evidence from Site 29 be attributed to, and what constitutes the most significan 

archaeological evidence? This paper is based on the analysis of the findings obtained 

from the excavation at the site, including architectural remains, pottery, and other 

 

* Ph.D Archaeology, the expert of faculty members affairs and board of trustees, yasouj University ,Yasouj, 

Iran (Corresponding Author), h.sepidnameh@yu.ac.ir 

** Assistant Professor of Archaeology, Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism,Tehran, Iran, 

a.azadi@richt.ir 

*** PhD Candidate of archaeology, Bu- Ali Sina Yuniversity,Hamadan, Iran, akbar.s.azizi@gmail.com  

Date received: 11/03/2025, Date of acceptance: 13/07/2025 

 



Abstract  82 

 

findings, which are contextualized using historical written sources. The outcomes of 

the excavation indicate that the type of arrangement of stones lacked accuracy and 

observance of technical principles in building construction. This is comparable to 

the method and style of stone arrangement typically observed in nomadic 

architectural contexts.The archaeological evidence of the excavated building at Site 

29, including six rooms with different dimensions around a central courtyard, 

indicates the semi-sedentary lifestyle of the community who built it.  Comparative 

analysis of pottery suggests that the settlement in this area dates back to  the 

Sassanid and persisted until the mid-6
th

  century A.H., aligning with the Seljuk era. 

Keywords: Gachsaran, Site 29 of Cham-Shir Dam, Semi sedentary, Sasanian-

Islamic era, architecture, pottery. 
 

Introduction 

Over the past three decades, the increase in construction and dam-building projects 

in Iran has led to the permanent submergence and loss of a significant number of 

historical sites and structures. Despite the relatively destructive impact of dam 

construction projects on the archaeological heritage, rescue excavations have 

provided an opportunity for Archaeologists and Researchers to intensify their efforts 

in identifying and studying the affected regions. One such dam project is the 

Chamshir Dam, located within the Zohreh River basin near the city of Gachsaran. 

Throughout history, the Zohreh River basin, owing to its environmental potential 

and geographical location, has hosted numerous settlement sites ranging from 

prehistoric to contemporary periods. Among the sites excavated in the Zohreh River 

basin is Site No. 29, situated within the Chamshir Dam reservoir area in Gachsaran 

County. This site is located 5.5 kilometers south of the projected dam and 1700 

meters west of Chamchamro Castle (Figure 1). The site rests on a natural ridge with 

a northeast-southwest oriented slope. Geographically, the site is bordered by 

mountains to the north and east, and by a seasonal river to the south and west. The 

vegetation in this hilly region primarily consists of wild thyme, artichoke, and 

coniferous plants, which, after drying in summer and autumn, serve as grazing for 

local livestock. In winter and spring, the area becomes lush green and serves as a 

wintering ground for pastoralists from the Lor and Qashqai tribes. Prior to the 

excavation of Site 19 (Sepidnameh, 2021) and other rescue excavations of ancient 

sites in the Zohreh River basin, our knowledge regarding nomadic and sedentary 

settlements in the Kohgiluyeh region was very limited. Most findings were based on 
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archaeological surveys (Qezelbash & Parviz, 2013; Azadi, 2020) and historical 

sources (Istakhri, 1989: 102; Ibn Hawqal, 1966: 39; Hosseini Monshi, 2006: 22; Du 

Bode, 1992: 179). This research aims to answer three questions regarding Site 29: 

1. To which historical period or era does Site 29 belong? 

2. What are the most significant architectural features of Site 29? 

3. Which type of settlement society can the archaeological evidence from Site 29 

be attributed to, and what is its most important archaeological evidence? 

The present study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical research method, 

based on the description and analysis of findings obtained from the site's excavation, 

such as architectural remains, pottery, and other artifacts, as well as by utilizing 

historical written sources. 

In an effort to salvage sites within the Chamshir Dam reservoir area, 150 

archaeological sites were identified (Soraqi, 2011; Ataei & Zare, 2020). These sites 

were test-trenched in 2019 to select those requiring extensive excavation. Site No. 

29 is one such sites. It was test-trenched by Hamed Molaei Kordshooli (2016), who 

excavated a trench measuring 1.5 x 1.5 meters. Before reaching the floor of the 

space at a depth of 76 cm from the trench surface, the investigation yielded no 

cultural artifacts aside from a single pottery sherd, thereby hindering efforts to 

establish a chronological framework or determine the site's functional significance.. 

Nevertheless, the first excavator suggested that site 29 might have been a temporary 

settlement (Molaei Kordshooli, 2016: 47-60). 

This research investigates one of the prominent semi-sedentary sites within the 

political and administrative region of Kohgiluyeh and Kureh Arjan. The studyaims 

to determine the chronology of site as well as to identify the characteristics of the 

past inhabitants' lives at this site during its active period in the Sasanian and Islamic 

eras, relying on data from archaeological excavations. 
 

Materials & methods  

The current research is based on the analysis of the findings obtained from the site's 

excavation, such as architectural remains, pottery, and other findings, which are 

interpreted in the framework of the available historical written sources. In light of 

the necessity for comprehensive exploration aimed at identifying and documenting 

architectural features and other archaeological remains extensively, and guided by 

visible surface architecture, three trenches were excavated:.trench A (10 x 11 m), on 
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the southwest side of the building with dimensions of; trench B (16 x 6 m) onthe 

north-west side of; and trench C (11 x 10 m) on the north-east side. The fixed point 

(BM) of the area measurement was determined at the highest point of the middle 

section of trench B at 740 meters above sea level. The numbering of the contexts 

started from 001 and a separate context number was assigned for every observable 

change in the type of texture, soil color, found type, or new architectural structure in 

each trench, . To register the movable finds, the term g.ch-sh.29 (Gachsaran. Cham 

Shir. site 29) was used, followed by the year of excavation, the trench the context 

number, and the find number. 
 

Discussion & Results   

The site 29 is located in the catchment area of the Cham-Shir Dam on a relatively 

flat land (in the local term Cham) on the southern slope of the "Gach Haji" 

mountain. This area lies next to the seasonal river "ghermez dare" which today is a 

part of pastures "Mohammed Salehi" family of "Olad Mirzali" tribe. Despite the 

absence of a village in this area of rolling hills and the predominance of a nomadic 

lifestyle in the region, archaeological evidence points to the presence of a semi-

sedentary settlement at site 29. The high walls of the Excavated building with a 

height of up to 2 meters, the existence of a central courtyard, the separateness of 

kitchen activities, and a single space for related matters such as grinding and 

pounding, indicate the rurality of the settlement explored. . Although consistent with 

rural settlement in the region, the construction techniques and stone arragment, 

marked by irregular wall alignment, the use of small stone fragments at the base, and 

large stone slabs above, reflect a lack of accuracy and adherence to established 

architectural principles. This can be compared to the style of arranging stones in 

nomadic architecture. Therefore, combining this evidence with ethnoarchaeological 

studies in the region, it is a sign of semi-monogamous settlement in area 29, which 

probably lived half the year in this area of undulating hills. According to the 

comparative studies of the form and decoration of the pottery of the area with some 

pottery found from the excavation of Cham Chero Castle, of the excavated 

settlement dates back to the early Sasanian period, which according to the samples 

of the so-called soudo prehistoric pottery of the area, up to in the middle of the 6
th

 

century A.H., that is, at the same time as the Seljuk period, it was inhabited. 
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A �$ �(�� �$�%$ �H�6� �� ��%��� I��� 4��%0 �"��'�� %���790   ���,>� 7����'0  �
�	$��0 
��"�$ �@��'� ��%B.J')2(� D�  �	$ ��$ ��"�� ���0  ���,>�0     ���$ �
�" %�$ ��K�&�0 

� �$ ��H�6����R  �&��%� �"A� $%< ;��( U�A ���   ���>$� �$ ��$10  ��11    ��&��%� �%���B� 
$%< X�,' U�A ���  ��>$� �$ ��$16 � �6  �&��%� � %��C�  U�A ��X�,' =%'�  ���$  ��$  ���>$� 

11 �� 10 �%�� I��� Q�R�� 7' .�
	� -$�o �+�7�� ��%0 �� %$ �H�6�0  %�5��$�#    ���$ V��O���
�� %$0 � S�$����   ��&��%�B  ��740   �� �
�" +� %��� ��� >� ���# �%� ��7  ��*�� ���,�' .0 

-�J���� �� +� 001 +�<C 7' � �$ s���% �� V�� -G�$� W�� �}�@ V�� ���G� � �� �7��&�  %�� 
�+�" 0 ��,>�0 7(�7 �� ��&��%� �$ 
C ���,' -�J����  ������7(  ���>�  -�G%� . �F���[ 
�8G�� �	$��0 ��,>�0 %$ `�"� I��� �� �&��%� ��0  ��"  ����� ��  V!�A�  ;���(  �$%<�� 

X�,' $%<� � X�,' =%'� ��$0 I��� �7' �� �H�6� 29 .J')3(�$ �%' +�% -"�.  
  

1.2 �����	 
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	 ��� ���� ���� ���  

�8G0  �$%< ;��( U�A�     X��H ��$ ���$50/7   � %���30/3     ���%= -�K( ��$ ���KP %��� ��%0 
X�,' $%<� - ;��(  =%�'� ) .J�'  ���0 4 �5(� ����0 �� ��������  ��$  -����A 55  ��� 60 
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)-�J���� ��0 001 � 008 �(�Y 5�� }�@ 4��%9 ���7 �$ %����@ � X�<� � ���7  7�'  ��� 

25 ���"� %�� -���A ���� .�$ I��� 5�� %����@ �  X��<�  ��� ��0  �[��  4��>
= + ����0 
X�O"  4��%�9 � ���7 �  4��>
=  -�"� `C  B��"��  
����  B��"��  ���&�  B��"� �  ���&� 
W�" $�"� �-G�  ��8G �� ��� 
�&� �� 7'0   ��&��%�A   ���@%y�'C ���     � \�P � -��P .�6�
��,��# "C�;� �*< ���� 
�%���       ��$ ��(�� ��$ ����(� #�$� �$ .-"� ���$ �( � Q7�� 7����

� 4��%9 }�@��7 � ���
� 5�� 25 ���"� %��0 -�J���� 009 �$ |�x@  �$% ��0 
C  ��� 
�7�$� �$ 
C �(��� 7'�D �� 
��� X�,�9� ��� �P ���
� ��$ �� ��%	�"� ����0  �H�6�29   7���'

�Y S�C +�"0 ���$ ��D �� %R��  ��$  }%��  ��H�6� �%� ���7  -�"� + ���%  ���&�� +�  [�� � 
��%	�"� �7R� �� ��$ ��7��D � +� �"0 ���%B  �K?�O�"0  4��%�9 � ����7 �	$ ���0  %�����@ �� 

�%O9 ��
� B�"� � }�@ 4��%9 ���7 �� %$ ��0 � �� ��
� %����@  ���(� ����� �� ���0 
S�C +�"0 + 4�>
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2.2 �����	 
���
	 � ���� ������ ��� 

��oC ��,>�0 $%< X�,' U�A�  ��$.��'  �8G ��KE��  �� -"� Z��� ��$    ��&��%� �� I����B 
��J'C )7'.J'6 7���' .(
�&� ��� ��$ ��  X��H  
���+  ���E�  45��6�  ���,>�0 �%� ���7 
�-"� +��% ����0 @%$� +� ���8G ��7�� �7' � +� �"0 ���%B @%$� Z��� ��0 7(�7 � ��\ 

�$ ���8G0 �2=� 6?�Z� �%���7 -"� .�$  ��(��  ��$  -�K( ���%= ��%0  ��&��%�  ?��H�  X�,�' 
=%'� - ;��( $%<� -K( +�"����@0 ���8G0 Z��� ��� ���,' ��*�0 ���8G ��  Z����  ��� � ��\ 

+� U�A X�,' =%'� �$ ;��( $%<� 4��F  ���G%�  -�"� .$� %��&�#  V��O���  ��(%$0  �7���� 
�������0 ��# U�A �� �8G0 ���,' 1 �132 ���"� %�� �� ��0 [� �� U�A ;��(  �$%<� � 

%�,��# V�O��� 08���"� %�� �� �8G0 ���,' 4 -"�.  
  

1.2.2 ���	 1  

�8G0 ���,' 1 �=���� �$ ��>$� 20/2 �� 70/2 %�� �$ -K( ;��( =%'� - X�,' $%<�  -�"� 
�� �� V�O��� 50 ���"� %��0 +� [� �� ����� U�A X�,' $%<� � ��#  �Z����  -�K(  ������%0 



94  ������	 
���
 ������
"  )�*15 0���1 "1 2���3�
 � ��43 "1404  

 

��8G �%R�P �0 �$ ��>$� 60×65×73 ���"� %�� ��(� ���� .�8G ����0 �" �� ����0   ��� -"�
�J� � ������ ;��( U�A $%<� 103 ���"� %�� U=��  �7'-"� �8G �$ �0   ���,�'2   1��2���
P��7 �� 7��.J')7���� .(0 ��%B0  �%: �$120  ����"�  %��� ��  U��A  X�,�'  =%�'��  ��$ 

b��@ +� ��$  1��2��� ���� ���� �0      �%�: ��$ ��8G Q��"105  ����"�  %��� �� �� ����  U��A 
;��( =%'� ��%= ���� �8G �$ ��0  �&��%�C  ��� 9�5�,� �$ 9�1� \�%�0�  �P�S +�  -@��" 

�8G0 ��,>�0  �&��%�C   �%� ��7��� ��� -'�� 1�2��� ���7  -�"� ) .J�' 5�  [�?� .(� ��# 
����0 ��7�� �7' �$ �'5 W�" ��0 YE�� � �Y �7: ���� W�" �� ��
�  ��K�C  ��$  X��H 

65 � �%: 6 ���"� %�� �$ 4!� .� \2" 7�+�" ����� %P �7' -"� .��  ��'��  �$%<� � ��# 
�8G %$ ��0 �[� �Y ���@�" q��2��    V��O��� ��$ I�� �"20  ����"�  %��� +�  ��" b�  W��" 

��(� ���� $%< ;��( X�H ���  
C70 ���"� %�� � �%:  X�,�'  �$%<� 
C 50  ����"�  %��� 
-"� .J')8 .(�$ ���( �$ �J�C 4�>
= X�O" �� ���� � ��#  ���@��"  %�$ ��0  [��  �7���&� 
�%��7 5�,�9� .6� ��%= 
��� N�%� ?�O"� �� Z��� ���$ -"�.  

  
2.2.2 ���	 2  

�8G0 2 =���� ��2�� U$%� .J' �$ ��>$� 60/2 �� 80/2 %��  -�"�) .J�'9 ( ���  ��K�� ����0 
�
C �� �$ ���C {P +� }�%�� 
7' ��$ %P �%���7 ���$ � ������ ;��( U�A =%'�  ��$  �%�: 

103 ���"� %�� ��%= ����).J'10 .(��� �� ��� �8G0 �@��� ��# Z��� �$  �����"�0 ����0  ��$ 
���O� ���� W�" �$ �%: 40 �� 50 ���"� %�� � V�O��� 15 ���"�  %���  I%OB��"  ��7�'  ��� 

5�,�9� .6� ��%= 
��� �"��. -K(  ����(�%0 +�  -�$�H� �  D��  ��$  ��"��.  �$���  -�"� .
��B���# ��>$� W�" ��0 ��J$ ��G� 12×30×60 ���"� %�� � 30×32×70 ���"� %��   .-"�  
  

3.2.2 ���	 3  

�8G �� Z��� 3 %	���2 
������ .J'  ��$  ���>$� 40/2 �� 90/2  %���  ��$  -�K(  X�,�'  �$%<� - 
;��( =%'� -"�).J'11���� �K�� �� (0 ��# =%' ;��( U�A �� �8G�    �%�: ��$90 

���"� ���% �� �$ �"0 9�1� \�%�0 ��$ -"� .
�,� ����  ��� �� � �����  U��A  X�,�'  =%�'� 
Z��� ��K&� �-"� �������0 ��# Z��� ��\ ��"�%,�  ��$ �� ������0 ��  ��8G0  ��2=� �� -�� � 

��79 140 ���"� %�� +� ����� U�A X�,' $%<� �� �8G0 �2=� $ ��
�%  ���+� ���� . ��8G0 
��� �7' �� ���� ���o�� �0 {P +� .J' ��%0 �� Z��� -��� �$ ��$ Z�6?� �%� ���7 �  ��@��" 
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�7' -"�).J'5 �;�%$��$ .(�#� �8G0  �&��%� Z���C    ��&��%� -���� Z��� �� �B   �� ���
�Y � � �7' ��@�" ��"��������         -��J�" -���� ���� �� 7����� -��$ � .�O= D�� ��$

���� 
��,� ��7�� �$ 
C +� {P � �7' ��@�"0  Z���1  5�,�9� �  $ ��%�G� -��J�"� %��&0 
� ���#  �8G ���$��  Z���3  �4 �%� Z�6?� ��$ �$��7 7�� � 7���' �� ��#   �� Z��6?�� �����  U��A 

X�,' =%'� �8G03 .-"� ��K&� !���  
  

4.2.2 ���	 4  

�8G ��  Z���4 $%< ;��( U�A ���  �&��%�B  z�\�$  %���#  Z����  ��&��%�  ��$  ���>$� 40/4 �� 
90/2 %�� �$  -�K(  -@��"  X�,�'  =%�'� -  ;���(  �$%<� �  ��Y ����0  ��$  �%�: 120 
���"� %�� �� U�A ;��( =%'� -"�.J')12 .(�$ ����"�0 U�A X�,' =%'� �Z��� �"  U��A 

��%B Z��� %$ ��0 [� �� �J"0 W�" E��# �$ �%: 53  ��� 56  ����"�  %���  .J�&�� +� �� 
b� W�" �$ V�O��� 10 �� 15 ���"� %�� �� %$ ��G%� �� 5�,�9� .6� %=�� 
��� �"��.  -�K( 

���(�%0 +� -$�H� � D� �$ �"��. ���$ -"�.  
  

3.2 �����	 
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	 ��� ���� ���� ��� 

��oC ��,>�0 =%' X�,' U�A�  �� I��� �$�&��%� C    ���>$� ��$10  ��10  %���   7�' ��J�'C 
).J'13 .(�� +�<C �I��� �$ �(�� �$ W�" E�# �� ��������  
��,�  ���  �%���D ��  Z���� �� 
��# U�A ��%= ��'�� 7'�$ �� ����0 �K�C ��&��� ��$ . ��$  I���� ��  ��
�"  ��P��#  %�� � 

"��
7 �$ [� ���8G ��&� 7' .� �8G �$ X�H 6 %�� � �%: 5  %���  -�"�  ��� ����0 
�� ����0 �� U�A ;��( $%<� �$  ���F�G 0 %	�� ��2 3  %���0 +� � 7�J�%B  -�"� .%	�� q��2 �� 

l"� �8G �Y ��}��� 
��" 7���� �$ X�H 193 ���"� %�� �  �%�:82  ����"�  �%��� +� � ����� 
=%'� �8G 195 ���"� �%�� +� ����� $%<� 175 ���"� �%�� +� �����  $���(� 200  ����"�  %��� � 

+� ����� ?�,'� �8G 185 ���"� %�� ��%= ����.J')14 .(�� ��7��� � ��# � ��}���  
���"  7����� 
�$ ����� U�A X�,' =%'� B�%K�� +� �����0 �$ X�H 185 ���"� %�� ��KP0 80  ����"�  %���  ��$ 

�� b� W�" E�# � ���O�"� +� 4!� .� ���7 �� ��'  ���  5��,�9�  ��$ ���� Q��  -@��" � 
+�" � ��7�� 
��,� ����0 U�A X�,' $%<�     -�"� 1��2��� �� ��8G ���    
��� ��%�= .�6�
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