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Abstract

This research examines the process of settlement of nomads and its consequences
among the Laks -speaking tribes of the Middle Zagros. The research method is
descriptive and analytical, and the data collection techniques are document review
and interviews. The research findings show that: Lak people were nomadic and had
a tribal system during the Qajar era.. During the reign of Reza Shah, various reforms
were carried out, such as agricultural development, industrial development, road
development, bureaucracy expansion, and settlement of nomads in the Middle
Zagros. Lak-speaking tribes contribution to these reforms was the construction of
the Khorramabad-Harsin highway and settlement of nomads, the latter of which was
carried out in a peremptory and bloody manner. This policy began in 1923 and
ended in 1933, causing the decline of the nomadic lifestyle and the loss of livestock.
After Shahrivar 1941, they returned to nomadic life, but gradually realized that the
era of this way of life was over. In general, the settlement of nomads, along with the
mountainous geography of Lak-speaking tribes, caused an “uneven modernization”
in the Middle Zagros.. Since then, the underdeveloped state of Laks-speaking tribes
has remained stable, and its most important consequence is emigration.
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Introduction

The first Pahlavi government could not tolerate the centrifugal nature of the tribes
and seriously decided to destroy them. The settlement of nomads was one of the
authoritarian policies of the first Pahlavi government to pave the way for
centralization and end the tribal monarchy system of the tribes in Iran. Although
there was general agreement between the government, the sedentary (urban and
rural) and the interested governments in the Iranian market to implement this policy;
However, the data in this article show that the necessary grounds and arrangements
for implementing this policy were not provided and the settlement of nomads was a

forced, unplanned policy with unfortunate consequences.

Materials & Methods

The research method is descriptive and analytical, and the data collection techniques
are document review and interviews. The documents used in this article include:
archival documents of the National Library, travelogues, books, reports, and articles.
Another technique is interviewing, which was conducted with 10 elderly people of
the Lak tribe. The data were analyzed through data organization.

Discussion & Results

The Lak were nomadic during the Qajar era and had a tribal system. They lived in
the middle Zagros Mountains and the surrounding plains. In Pahlavi period like
other parts of the country, various reforms were carried out in the Middle Zagros,
such as agricultural development, industrial development, road development,
bureaucracy expansion, and settlement of nomads. Laks-speaking tribes share of
these reforms was the construction of the Khorramabad-Harsin road and settlement
of nomads. The resistance of the tribes to the settlement policy was not the same,
and some accepted it more easily than others. The acceptance of the tribes depended
on their familiarity with sedentism. Laks-speaking tribes was less familiar with
sedentism, and it was natural for them to resist the settlement policy. It was expected
that the Iranian government would provide the grounds for a desire for
sedentarization through land allocation and training in agricultural techniques and
skills, along with knowledge and skills in construction, in a long-term program, but
this was not the case. The Iranian army marched into Laks-speaking tribes to settle
the nomads from 1927 to 1933 or implemented this policy by military force. This

method of implementation reflected the government's haste and lack of planning.
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Conclusion

The settlement of nomads in Laks-speaking tribes was arbitrary and bloody. It has
various consequences. First, the decline of the nomadic way of life and the
failure to replace it with a new way of life: By forcibly settling the nomads and
suppressing them, Reza Shah dealt a heavy blow to the nomadic economy, and
brought this way of life to an end. The nomads who were forced to settle did not
have sufficient facilities to care for their livestock, and most of these livestock
perished in the cold of winter. With the death of their livestock or their reduction in
numbers, the newly settled nomads became extremely poor and turned to jobs such
as selling firewood and charcoal. Although the government provided them with
‘khalese lands’ in some areas, they were unable to achieve the necessary
productivity until several decades later due to their lack of sufficient familiarity with
the agricultural way of life and the skills associated with it. Second, the
incompatibility with settlement and the emergence of new forms of resistance:
The government's unbridled violence prevented the Laks from considering economic
opportunities for settlement. The government's efforts to force them into
agriculture failed.

The Laks were unable to confront the government and gradually fell into
historical isolation. Third, the unsuccessful attempt to save nomadism: After the
fall of the government, most Lak tribes returned to nomadism. The created
environment was not the same for everyone. Large livestock farmers returned to
nomadic life with power. Medium livestock farmers had an intermediate status and,
in addition to nomadism, they had a penchant for sedentarism. Small livestock
farmers became sedentarist in the villages. The return to nomadism created the
conditions for underdevelopment, because nomadism was inherently contradictory
to development. This process, called "delayed sedentarism" caused people to return
to a subsistence economy and become familiar with agricultural and industrial
development later. Fourth, uneven development in the Middle Zagros: Reza
Shah's reforms caused regional inequality. The ancient Qasr-Shirin-Kermanshah-
Tehran road was reopened. Various bureaucratic organizations were established in
Kermanshah, Khorramabad and Borujerd. Throughout the entire period, Laks-
speaking tribes did not benefit from authoritarian modernization and also lost its
mode of production. The government's confrontation was so oppressive that the Lak
people lagged behind the modernization processes for several decades. Since then,

the underdeveloped state of Laks-speaking tribe has remained stable, and its most
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important consequence is emigration. There has been a massive population
movement from the land of the Laks to other parts of the country, especially Tehran,

Karaj, Shahriar, Kermanshah, and Khorramabad.
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