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Abstract

The sociopolitical, economical and educational transformations of the Y4¢+:s and Y47 +s under the Pahlavi
regime provided an enabling context for advancing women’s legal status in Iran. This study critically examines
the involvement of female representatives in the twenty-third session of the National Assembly; focusing on
their legislative influence regarding women's rights. Framing its inquiry,around the question of how women's
parliamentary presence shaped the formulation and adoption.of gender-related legislation, the research employs
qualitative content analysis of official legislative records and. parliamentary debates. Findings indicate that
women legislators contributed substantively to policymaking.in the areas of education, employment, and family
welfare, while also expanding their roles within specialized committees. Nonetheless, entrenched structural
constraints, prevailing sociocultural horms, and political resistance continued to obstruct the comprehensive
realization of women’s rights. By addressing an overlooked dimension in the historiography of gender and
governance in modern Iran, this study offers the first focused, evidence-based rights of women's parliamentary
assembly during this legislative term.
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Introduction

The presence of women in political, social, and legal field has long served as a critical indicator of national
development. In modern Iran, particularly following the Constitutional Revolution, women's participation in
policymaking processes has undergone substantial shifts. The reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi marked a
turning point in this path, as socio-economic reforms facilitated women’s gradual integration into formal
legislative bodies. Among the most visible outcomes of these reforms was the incremental inclusion of women
in the National Assembly, reflecting broader social transformations. This study aims to offer a focused analysis
of the role played by female legislators in advocating for, initiating, and passing legislation related to women's
rights during the twenty-third term of the National Assembly.

Regarding the various studies which addressed the Iranian parliament, only a few have directly informed the
present research. Zahra Shajeei (Y 44Y) examined the characteristics of parliamentary representatives using both
quantitative and qualitative methods; however, her analysis lacked clear gender-based distinctions for the post-
inclusion period and did not offer an exclusive investigation into women’s legislative performance. Simin
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Hajipour Sarduie (Y +)4) also explored women’s political presence in Iran more broadly, without focusing on a
specific parliamentary term. Rostami et al. (Y + YY) analyzed the legal and social context of the Family Protection
Law—one of the most significant pieces of legislation concerning women’s rights but did not consider the role
or contributions of female representatives in the Y¥™ National Assembly.

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a qualitative content analysis methodology to examine the legislative role of female
representatives during the twenty-third term of the National Assembly (Y3YY-14Yd), The research population
comprises all legal enactments and official parliamentary transcripts from this period that pertain to women’s
rights, specifically in the areas of family, employment, and education. Data collection was conducted through
systematic examination of the parliamentary records and approved legislations of the specified term. The study
analytically assessed the content of both enacted laws and parliamentary debates to.identify. the extent and
nature of women legislators’ contributions to the legislative process concerning gender-related.issues.

Discussion & Results

One of the key findings of this study is the notable increase in the number of female representatives during the
twenty-third parliamentary term, reaching a total of YA. This expansion‘in women’s parliamentary presence
contributed to a more favorable environment for initiating and.shaping legislation concerning women’s rights
during the late Pahlavi period. Despite this numerical. growth, women's participation in high-impact
parliamentary committees—such as Budget, Economy, Industry, and National Security—remained minimal.
This limited presence suggests a prevailing orientation toward domains traditionally linked to women's roles,
including education, health, and family affairs. In terms of legislative outcomes, female representatives actively
supported several state-sponsored bills that resulted in landmark reforms: the Y4Y¥ Family Protection Law, the
Free Education Act, and legislation related.to employment justice, including Iran’s accession to ILO Convention
No. Y+ and the Women's Social Services Law. However, women parliamentarians exhibited limited legislative
autonomy and did notinitiate independent bills. “Their involvement, while symbolically and politically
significant, remained largely auxiliary in nature.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the relative growth in women’s parliamentary representation during the
twenty-third term exerted a measurable influence on the direction and substance of legislation in key domains
such as education, employment, and family law. Notable legal advancements during this period included the
enactment of the Family Protection Law, legislation on women's social services, the equal remuneration law,
free public education, and legal provisions for the guardianship of orphans. Nonetheless, the numerical increase
in female legislators did not necessarily lead to a proportional enhancement of their institutional power.
Women’s legislative engagement largely aligned with the overarching policy orientation of the Pahlavi regime,
and their individual assembly in initiating independent legislative proposals remained constrained.

Despite certain progressive legal reforms, enduring patriarchal structures, the centralized nature of political
authority, and the lack of institutional support systems continued to hinder women’s effective influence in
legislative affairs. This study recommends that future research adopt interdisciplinary frameworks to examine
the cultural and psychological dimensions of women’s political participation in historical and contemporary
contexts.
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