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Abstract

The Isfahan province with all other central areas in Iran plateau conquered by Arab
Muslims in first decades of 1th Hijri century. This conquest brought significant
social changes. The main question of this article is what changes affected on social
classes in Isfahan from fall of Sasanian to the rise of Abbasids? This survey has
studied on the subject with descriptive - analytical approach leaning on historical
library resources and concluded that because of deep effects of conquest and
aftermaths, all social classes involved changes, Some classical changes were
fundamental. Some of Classes such as farmers almost remained with previous
functions. Some of them such as military class totally faded after Sassanian fall and
the remainders mixed in Arab legions. Some of them such as religious writers and
clerics appeared as required of new Arab rules after their immigrations with new
religion and reign or branched from the core of Zoroastrian clerics. Most of Muslim

writers and clerics remained from Zoroastrian clerics and ancient families.

Keywords: Isfahan, Conquests, Social Classes, Sasanian, Muslim Arabs.

« Ph.D. Candidate of history of Iran after Islam, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran,
b_yazdanparast@sbu.ac.ir

« Assistant Professor of Ancient Iran, Department of History, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author), a_rasouli@sbu.ac.ir

Date received: 18/04/2025, Date of acceptance: 03/11/2025



Abstract 336

Introduction

The capture of the province of Isfahan by the Arabs laid the groundwork for the start
of shifts in social classes. The main research question is: during the period from the
fall of the Sassanian Empire to the emergence of the Abbasid Caliphate, what
changes did the social classes of the inhabitants of the Isfahan province undergo?
The impact of social classes on the conquests is a central hypothesis of the research.
The aim of the study is to identify the changes produced in the social classes of the
Isfahan province in relation to the aforementioned two periods. The research method
initially involves consulting ancient period sources and religious texts, such as the
Vandidad, from the perspective of analyzing the social stratification of ancient life;
subsequently, Islamic sources ranging from local chronicles and general
historiography to later research and archaeological findings are consulted. By
“class,” I mean the social categorization within the Zoroastrian-Sassanian tradition

and the changes imposed upon it in the Islamic period.

Materials and Methods

For researching ancient historical periods, using historical sources such as ancient
writings, archaeological remains, and historical artifacts is very essential.
Unfortunately, during the Islamic conquests in the Iranian land, significant
archaeological evidence has not been obtained. In the late Sassanian period, this is
also the case. To reach conclusions in these matters, the researcher is forced to use
sources from later periods. Remnants from later centuries written by Muslim
authors, which of course do not reveal the whole truth. Ancient documents and later
research can also help in some cases. Therefore, in this research the study will rely
on library sources. The researcher, using books such as Tarikh al-Tabari and the
narratives found in other historical and Islamic geographic books, will reach

research results through a descriptive-analytical method.

Discussion & Results

Research plan for these historical periods does not yield precise results. The first
problem at the start of a research project is to establish a precise framework for
understanding the social classes living in Iran during the period of the Sassanian
downfall and the Arab conquests. For convenience, the social classes mentioned in

Zoroastrian sources are taken as the foundation of the work.



337 Abstract

The Isfahan region is located in the center of Iran, beside the Zayanderoud river.
Farmers were the main inhabitants of the region. The agricultural condition of the
region before and after the Arab invasions is examined. Regarding the military class,
the situation is different. This social class held a special position with the Sassanian
government, but after the Arab conquests its status changed. Zoroastrian clergy
alongside the large families were also residents whose status was affected by the
Arab conquests.

Conclusion

The peasant class during this period underwent the least changes from the Muslim
conquests. For Arabs, collecting taxes from their people was important for revenue.
As noted above, the people of Isfahan soon entered into peace treaties with the
Arabs to minimize losses from military conflicts..

Regarding the Sassanian-era nobility, in the early centuries there are brief reports
about the &L 5. J_A‘ families or elites) mainly related to the province of Fars. If
we suppose a direct connection between the Khurrami rebellion in Isfahan, the
existence of the Mazdakites since the time of Khosrow I, and the headquarters of the
Vasopouhrans in this region, then these noble lineages and grandees were, on the
one hand, respected by the indigenous population and, on the other hand, continued
their political activities. Consequently, they did not undergo substantial changes,
like the peasants.

As for the military class, although in the first century there are references to
swordsmen in the army of the caliphs or their opponents in sources, overall they
transformed in character, fighting as mawali. This class experienced the most
change during the conquests.

The Zoroastrian priestly class continued its activities up to the early Abbasid
period. The existence of numerous fire temples in the Isfahan region is evidence of
this. The existence of the Hastijan document also indicates the Islamization of the
region’s people during the Umayyad and Rashidun caliphs. However, in most
Islamic sources, because they were written at least two centuries after the conquests,
Muslim hadithists and theologians played a more prominent role in religious affairs
of the people. It is possible that sons of the old mobed became Muslims in the new
priestly role. Hadithists and Muslim theologians entered this class in the period after
the Abbasid establishment, which is beyond the scope of this study. Therefore, the
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Zoroastrian priesthood continued strongly from the fall of the Sassanians until the
rise of the Abbasids.

The mercantile class, artisans, and other urban occupations like farmers
continued with the same or better functioning in life. This improvement was due to
the alignment of Islam with the activities of the aforementioned classes on one hand
and the abolition of political borders and expansion of the Caliphate on the other,

which helped broaden commercial and economic exchanges.
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