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Abstract

With the construction of the nationwide railway in the city of Ahvaz, various
facilities, organizations, and institutions were established by the South Railway
Administration with the assistance of foreign companies. this article aims to utilize a
descriptive-analytical method and gather data through documentary-library research,
along with field observations, to address the central question: What are the most
important historical and cultural heritages of the railway in the city of Ahvaz, and
what  historical, social, economic-commercial, urban  development,
communicational, and cultural impacts have these heritages had on the city? the
most significant railway heritages established concurrently with the construction of
the nationwide railway during the first Pahlavi era in Ahvaz include the Central
Station, the Black Bridge, the Old Railway Hospital, the Eight Bangaleh Building,
and the residential complex of 48 families. Additionally, the development and
expansion of the urban fabric and area of Ahvaz from the east to the west of the
Karun River, participation in historical events, facilitation of communication and
transportation between southern regions and central and northern areas of the
country, social convergence and cultural amalgamation, as well as economic
mobility through supporting trade and serving various economic institutions,
companies, and industries represent the most prominent impacts.
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Introduction

The establishment of the national railway during the Pahlavi era transformed the city
of Ahvaz into one of the main railway hubs in the south, owing to its geographical
position. Numerous organizations, facilities, equipment, and institutions related to
the railway were constructed in this city by foreign companies. This valuable
heritage and the historical and cultural remnants of the railway phenomenon have
led to various transformations and impacts in the social, economic-commercial,
cultural spheres, and urban identity of Ahvaz. A thorough understanding and
examination of these changes necessitate a historical re-evaluation and underscore

the need for independent and separate research.

Materials and Methods

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing data collection
through documentary-library methods as well as field surveys and visits to the
historical railway heritage in Ahvaz. The aim is to provide a historical and cultural
narrative of this heritage. This valuable heritage and historical and cultural relics of
the railway phenomenon have caused various developments and impacts in the
social, economic-commercial, cultural and urban identity fields in Ahvaz, the
recognition and detailed study of which requires historical rereading and the

necessity of independent and separate research.

Discussion & Results

The Iranian society's encounter with the phenomenon of the railway occurred
similarly to other manifestations of Western civilization during the Qajar era. During
this period, particularly in the reign of Naser al-Din Shah, significant efforts were
made to construct both national and local railways through concessions, plans, and
contracts with domestic and foreign companies and investors. An examination of the
parliamentary discussions during the first to fourth terms reveals that after the fall of
the Qajar dynasty and the rise of the Pahlavi government, there was a renewed
commitment to the construction of a national railway line, driven by the emergence

of a powerful central national government in the country and the necessity for Iran's
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development. The progressive will of Iranian statesmen during Reza Shah's
administration aimed to realize one of the important national demands of Iranians. A
review of the efforts and endeavors of Iranians in the form of plans and contracts
during the Qajar and early Pahlavi periods for the establishment of a national
railway indicates that Khuzestan, particularly the Ahvaz region, was one of the main
routes connecting to the country's railway transport network. This research examines
the remaining heritage from the southern national railway in Ahvaz and its impacts
and consequences. The most significant of this heritage includes the Siyah Bridge,
the central station, the old hospital, the Eight-Bungalow building, and a complex of
48-family residential units.

Conclusion

These artifacts, which are considered valuable historical and cultural legacies of the
railway, have brought about significant transformations and impacts in various
economic-commercial, cultural, social, historical, communicative, and urban aspects
for the city of Ahvaz and even the country as a whole. The development and
expansion of the urban fabric and area of Ahvaz have occurred from the east to the
west of the Karun River. The railway has played a role in historical events such as
World War II and the eight-year Iran-Iraq War. It has facilitated communication and
transportation between the southern regions and the central and northern areas of the
country, contributing to social convergence and cultural amalgamation in Ahvaz.
Additionally, the railway has stimulated economic activity by supporting trade and

serving various economic institutions, companies, and industries.
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