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Abstract:

During the early Islamic centuries, under the influence of geographical; human, and historical factors,
merchant communities emerged in the regions of Iraq and Khuzestan, Bahrain and Qabadhkhura, and
later Fars, each undergoing stages of growth and decline. From the fourth century AH, the Buyid
dynasty played a pivotal role in economic development by reconstructing communication networks
and linking Fars to the Persian Gulf and the “Great Khorasan Road.” These transformations facilitated
the expansion of maritime and overland trade and increased the population engaged in commercial
activities. Within the framework of Durkheim’s theory of the division of labor, these developments
provided the conditions for the emergence of professional guilds.and specialized occupations.This
study employs a historical and library-based methodology with a descriptive—analytical approach,
drawing on Durkheim’s theory of social solidarity to examine the factors shaping the professional
cohesion of Sirafi merchants up to the Buyid period. Findings indicate that solidarity among these
merchants initially-rested on hereditary and legal foundations of late antiquity, shifted to Islamic
jurisprudential norms during the Rashidun caliphate, and waslater reinforced by tribal and familial
ties in the Umayyad era. From the Abbasidperiod onward, and particularly under the Buyids, a new
model of solidarity emerged in Siraf, grounded in urban affiliation, professional ethics, partnership,
division of labor, and occupational awareness, leading to professional cohesion and the consolidation
of merchants’ status within'the social structure of the Persian Gulf.
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Introduction

During the early Islamic centuries, due to geographical, human, and historical factors, the
ports of the Persian Gulf rose and declined one after another from west to east. First came
Basra (the main port during the early Abbasid Caliphate until YoY AH); then Bahrain (Awal
and Hajar) and the ports of Qobad-Khoreh (Mehruban, Siniz, and Jannabeh), which flourished
during the dominance of the Qarmatians until around ¥YY AH; and, more or less
simultaneously, Siraf became active during the Buyid period (until YV7 AH). This process led
to the emergence of strata of merchants whose evolving forms of solidarity can be traced from
the era of Basra’s centrality (until Y&Y AH) to the rise of Siraf (until ¥V# AH).

Materials and Methods

The present study seeks to answer the question of which factors shaped the criteria of solidarity
including religion, among the merchants of Siraf. The research hypothesis posits:that a set of factors
language, local civic ties, and forms of cooperation based on professional and guild-based division of
constituted the foundations of social solidarity among Siraf’s merchants. labor

This research aims to analyze the criteria of social solidarity among Sirafi merchants from the first to
analytical approach the fourth centuries AH. The study employs a historical method with a descriptive
and is based on library sources. The conceptual framework of the research draws on Emile
Durkheim’s theories of social division of labor and his distinction between mechanical and organic
solidarity. Although Durkheim’s theory was developed in the context of nineteenth-century industrial
societies, its core concepts are used inthis study not as a form of chronological or direct temporal
application, but as analytical tools for understanding the social structures of historical societies.
Within this framewaork, mechanical solidarity.is employed to explain kinship, religious, and ethnic ties
among Sirafi merchants in the early Islamic period, while organic solidarity is used to analyze
relationships arising from professional. division of labor, occupational specialization, economic
partnerships, and mutual interdependence within Siraf’s commercial network.

The findings indicate that Siraf, as a complex and international port city, represents a case of gradual
transition from mechanical to organic solidarity. During the Buyid period, the expansion of the
division of labor, the formation of guild-like professional relations, and the emergence of a form of
professional collective consciousness among Sirafi merchants and seafarers constitute clear indicators
of the strengthening of organic solidarity.

Based on this analysis, the sacial solidarity of Sirafi merchants was hybrid in nature, resulting
simultaneously from kinship and identity-based ties and from relationships grounded in shared
economic interests, specialization, and division of labor. The study demonstrates that the cohesion and
durability of Siraf’s commercial networks were not based solely on cultural and religious
commonalities, but were also significantly shaped by mutual interdependence derived from
professional cooperation and guild consciousness. Employing Durkheim’s theoretical framework—
similar to the approach adopted by historical sociologists—makes it possible to analyze the
mechanisms of social solidarity within a historical context and contributes a historical-sociological
perspective to the study of maritime trade and economic networks in the Persian Gulf.

Discussion& Results
Overall, in the historical process through which the major ports of the Persian Gulf shifted

from Ubulla and Basra to Mahrtiban, Janaba, and Siraf, the foundations and criteria of
internal solidarity and professional—guild consciousness among Persian Gulf merchants



evolved through several stages. These criteria transformed from hereditary and legal
foundations of the pre-Islamic period to Islamic legal principles during the era of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs, and subsequently to the revival of tribal loyalty and group solidarity
(hamiyya and ‘asabiyya) under the Umayyads. From the Abbasid period onward, and
particularly under the Buyids, the accumulation of wealth in Siraf led to the employment of
specialized labor, the expansion of the division of labor, and the strengthening of intra-guild
solidarity among merchants. This process resulted in a form of solidarity based on
professional ethics and commercial norms, partnership, division of labor, and mutual support
derived from awareness of shared guild interests.

The findings of this study indicate that Sirafi merchants, in their historical transition from
kinship-based structures to professional and guild networks, experienced a transformation
from mechanical to organic solidarity. In this sense, the continuity of their cooperation was
no longer grounded in lineage or religion, but rather in division of labor, professional trust,
and collective consciousness.

including religion, language, local civic The research hypothesisisuggests that a set of criteria
constituted the ties, and cooperation based on professional and guild-based division of labor
principal factors underlying the solidarity of Sirafi merchants,

Conclusion

The findings of the study indicate that the solidarity of Sirafi merchants from the first to the fourth
centuries AH was a dynamic and composite process that evolved from kinship- and identity-based ties
toward relationships grounded-in division of labor, professional specialization, and shared economic
interests. Durkheim’s theoretical framework makes it possible to explain this gradual transition from
mechanical to organic solidarity within.the historical context of Siraf and demonstrates that the
cohesion of the port’s commercial networks resulted from mutual interdependence and guild
consciousness. It is suggested that future research adopt comparative approaches to examine merchant
solidarity in other Persian Gulf ports and.make use of maritime archaeological data to further deepen
social analyses.
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