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Abstract N

«

The present study aims to analyze the representation of women in h1'st0ry textbooks of the
Second Pahlavi Period, based on Foucault’s th& theoretical frameworks. This study, with a
qualitative and discursive approach, examines ¢¢ images from YY history textbook titles between

Va¢+ and \VavA to reveal the ideological and cultulal mechanisms of the reproduction of power,

gender, and symbolic order. The findings show that images of women in these texts are mainly
represented in the form of royal, aristocratic, and power-dependent figures, and the female body
is defined within the framework of.the patriarchal order and the modernization discourse of the
Pahlavi state. From Foucault’s perspective, these images are part of the regime of knowledge and
discipline of the body; a tool tli&h which the educational institution reproduces the dominant
political and cultural order. Analysis based on Krippendorff's visual model revealed that visual
elements such as clothing, gesture, composition, and gaze carry codes of power and obedience,
and women are represented as submissive subjects and symbols of civilisation. At the same time,
some signs indi;&e possibility of resistance and redefinition of female identity in the context
of educational discourse:.
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Introduction

During the second Pahlavi period (Y3¢)-)Y3V4), formal education in Iran became one of the
central instruments through which the state sought to reconstruct social order, national identity,
and cultural norms. Within this broader project, history textbooks occupied a privileged position,
as they not only narrated the past but also prescribed normative frameworks for understanding
the nation, civilization, and the ideal social subject. One of the most significant yet
underexplored dimensions of this process concerns the visual representation of women in history
textbooks.

The principal objective of this study is to analyze the discursive system gMing the visual
representation of women in history textbooks during the second Pahlavi period and to elucidate
its relationship with power, knowledge, and gender. Specifically, the research aims to

demonstrate how visual representations of women within formal “education *functioned as
mechanisms for reproducing the ideological and cultural order of tlwh!lavi state.

Secondary objectives include identifying patterns of repetition, omission, and emphasis in
women’s images; examining the role of the female body withinthe discourse of modernization;
and analyzing the intersections between visuality, pedagogy, and state-driven identity politics.

Accordingly, the study is guided by two central res!arch questions:

What discursive, ideological, and aesthetic patterns structure the visual representation of women
in history textbooks of the second Pahlavi period?

From a Foucaulg)r: perspective, “how .do these images operate within the educational
power/knowledge nexus to discwe the.female body andsstabilize a gendered social order?

The theoretical framework of this research is grounded in Michel Foucault’s concepts of
power/knowledge, discourse,~bodily discipline, normalization, and regimes of truth. From a
Foucauldian standpoint, education 18’ not a neutral institution but one of the most effective sites
of modern powé&thin this framework, the textbook functions not merely as an educational
resource but as a discursive apparatus through which bodies, identities, and modes of subjectivity
are organized and regulated.In this study, images are treated as integral components of
educational discourse. \

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive, and discourse-analytical approach. The dataset
consists of ¢¢ images extracted from YY history textbooks published during the second Pahlavi
period, selected through purposive total sampling. Sources were collected from reputable
libraries and archival repositories. Data analysis was conducted using Krippendorff’s visual
content analysis framework, adapted to accommodate Foucauldian discourse analysis.

The analytical procedure involved several stages: coding of visual elements (including clothing,
bodily posture, compositional structure, direction of gaze, and contextual background);
identification of recurring patterns and systematic absences; and discursive interpretation of
images in relation to power, gender, and state ideology. This multi-layered approach enabled an
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examination of images not only at a descriptive level but also within their deeper ideological and
disciplinary functions.

Discussion& Results

The findings reveal that women in history textbooks of the second Pahlavi period are
predominantly represented through royal, aristocratic, and power-adjacent figures. The frequent
depiction of European queens—such as Victoria, Elizabeth I, Marie Antoinette, and Catherine
the Great—indicates a pronounced tendency to associate femininity with monarchy, civilization,
and political legitimacy. By contrast, ordinary women, socially active women, and women
possessing independent political agency are largely absent from the visual reco

In the later decades of the period, representations of Iranian women—particularly figures such as
Farah Pahlavi and women affiliated with the Literacy Corps (Sepah-e Danesh)—become more
visible. However, this shift does not fundamentally alter the under: iné pow: cture. Rather,
it reflects a localization of the same royal-modernist visual para substituting. European
exemplars with domesticated national icons. Across all representations, the female body appeélrs
disciplined, orderly, and aesthetically regulated, consistently defined in relation to the state and
its modernization project. N

From a Foucauldian perspective, these images ol}erate as.components of a broader regime of
knowledge and bodily discipline. History textbooks, through visual representation, transform the
female body into a surface upon which political rationalities are inscribed. Women in these
images are predominantly seen but rarely positioned as seeing subjects; they function as objects
of the gaze rather thanvas agents who exercise it. This visual asymmetry contributes to the
production of a disciplinary visual order in which femininity is rendered legitimate only when
aligned with family, monarchy, or officially sanctioned morality.

Binary visual.oppositions—such ‘ascivilized versus primitive women, European versus Iranian
women, and modern versus traditional femininity—serve as normalizing mechanisms that rank
and evaluate bodiestaccording to their proximity to state-defined ideals. In this sense, images of
women function ‘as_pedagogical technologies that naturalize modernization discourse and
legitimize the political erder of the Pahlavi state.

\

In conclusion, this study shows that images of women in history textbooks of the second Pahlavi
period functioned as discursive practices that actively reproduced power relations, royal
ideology, and gendered social order. From a Foucauldian perspective, these images formed part
of a disciplinary apparatus of truth that normalized, regulated, and controlled the female body
through educational discourse. History textbooks thus operated not merely as repositories of the
past but as instruments for producing the state-sanctioned feminine subject. By foregrounding
visual and discursive analysis, this research contributes a novel perspective to the study of
education, power, and gender in modern Iranian history.

Conclusion
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