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A

The changing of women's roles, which began with their participation in‘ial affairs during the Constitutional
Revolution, was realized during the Pahlavi era as the government sought to modernize societ&nd present a new
face. In this process, the role of the press, particularly women's publications, wasﬂgniﬁcant in creating awareness and
preparing minds to accept new social roles. Alongside the changing roles of women, the structure of the household
also underwent a fundamental shift, transforming into a:gender-neutral system by discarding dual internal and e al
roles. The main research question is how the spatial-physical structure of the house changed in accordance with the
shifting role of women in women's magazine texts during the first Pahlavi era. The research findings, derived from a
qualitative content analysis, reveal that educated media played a pivotal role in reviving women's roles within the
family and preparing the ground for their participation in society. During this transition, the modern home became a
symbol of the modern woman, and with the portrayal of wome&l}e family's center, the spatial and structural layout

Abstract: A‘

of the home evolved, transforming into a place for a well-managed and conscious woman's presence.
Keywords: Home structure, role of-women, women's press, Architecture, The First Pahlavi Period.
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Introduction

\ |
Social changes following Iran’s Constitutional Revolution destabilized traditional gender roles, with women’s
periodicals playing a key role i oting a modern, national discourse. These publications redefined women as

rational mothers and capable household managers, positioning them as active agents in the modernization process.
Within this framework, the house was no longer viewed merely as a shelter but as a cultural artifact shaping everyday
life and social values. Domestic space, like gender, was understood as socially constructed and gendered, reinforcing
the division between private female and public male realms. Despite this shift, little research has examined how
women’s journals represented the spatial and physical structure of the modern house. This gap limits understanding of
the discursive origins of the modern Iranian house. Addressing this gap is the central concern of the present study.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a historical-interpretive approach using qualitative content analysis to examine women’s
periodicals of the early Pahlavi period. The method enables the interpretation of latent meanings and discourses
related to gender roles, modernization, and domestic space. The research analyzes representations of women’s
changing roles and the discourse of modernization in these texts. Drawing on Amos Rapoport’s framework, the
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modern house is examined through fixed, semi-fixed, and non-fixed elements to assess how spatial representations
align with the redefinition of women’s roles and contribute to shaping the modern Iranian house.

Discussion & Results

Analysis of early Pahlavi women’s periodicals demonstrates that these publications played a crucial role in promoting
the modernization of women’s social and domestic roles. Key themes included maternal education, household
management, child-rearing, social etiquette, and civic engagement, reflecting the broader goals of societal
modernization. The magazines consistently portrayed the modern house as a space of hygiene, efficiency, and
comfort, linking domestic responsibilities with emerging social norms and expectations for women. Analysis of early
Pahlavi women’s periodicals demonstrates that these publications played a crucial role in promoting the
modernization of women’s social and domestic roles. Key themes included maternal education, household
management, child-rearing, social etiquette, and civic engagement, reflecting the broader goals of societal
modernization. The magazines consistently portrayed the modern house as a space of hygiene, efficiency, and
comfort, linking domestic responsibilities with emerging social norms and expectations for wogn.

Conclusion S

Analysis of women’s magazines during the Pahlavi I era reveals their role in&moting modern:female identities and
redefining domestic spaces. Publications emphasized education, household management, child-rearing, and social
etiquette, preparing women for expanded roles in family and society. The modérn house was depicted as a cultural
space reflecting national progress, where women could exercise agency and implement new gender roles: Some
magazines encouraged Westernized consumer culture, while others promoted simplicity, local traditions, and family
welfare. Overall, these texts contributed to the emergence of Iranian modernthouses designed around an empowered,
competent woman, linking domestic spaces to broader societal modernization and cultural transformation.
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