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Abstract h
Following the collapse of the centralized Ilkhanid government in the eighth century AH, Iranian
society faced a vacuum of order and administration. Relying on Ibn| Battuta’s first-hand
observations in his travelogue, this research demonstrates that i this crisis, khaneqahs (Sufi
lodges) transcended a purely spiritual station and trans‘m?d into spe; us, multifunctional
centers addressing urgent social needs. The reports of this Morocca veler reveal that the
function of the khaneqah vaﬁe%ﬂﬁcaﬂtly depending on the local context of each region: in
Khuzestan (such as Abadan-and shtar), it served as am.organization for road security and
providing free food for trave‘%; in Arab Iraq (Najaf and

Shiite identity; in_Fars (QarticularI)La n), as a platform for public mutual aid and moral
economy; and in Bilad al-Riim (Anatolia), as\a base for theffityan (young men/urban fraternities)
networks, which undetfook the admi istrati(}n of urban affairs. Activities such as providing food,
managing ‘endowments (awqaf), and Holding collective ceremonies in these spaces effectively
or resource distri , fostering cohesion, and reproducing social order.
stifies that in this age of chaos, the khaneqah was not a
symbol of withdrawal from society, but rather a symbol of resilience and the re-creation of order
from within societys This résearch analyzes Ibn Battuta’s travelogue as a living document of the
capacity of rooted social institutions to play a substitute role in conditions of central government
collapse.

rbala), as a hub for consolidating
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Introduction
The eighth century AH in Iran was a period of transition and instability following the collapse of
the Ilkhanate. This institutional vacuum highlighted the need for alternative social mechanisms to
preserve order and meaning. In this context, the travelogue of Ibn Battuta, the Moroccan traveler,
acquires significance as a window into "lived history." His reports reveal that the "khaneqah"
(Sufi lodge) was not merely a place of worship, but a flexible and multifunctional institution
whose role varied from region to region. During the crisis, it became an agent of order and
solidarity. The primary research question this study addresses is: According to Ibn Battuta's
accounts, how and under what local conditions did the khaneqah—as a rooted social institution—
develop distinct functions across different regions of Iran after the Ilkhanate's collapse, ranging
from providing security and sustenance to fostering identity‘ﬁormal ove

Materials & methods .
This research, through a qualitative content analysis of Ibn Battuta's elogue, has
systematically extracted, categorized, and examined data basedyon the dominant social
functions in each region. The aim is to demonstrate how, when confronted with a historical crisis,
an enduring religious-social institution trak?ed through flexibility and a ;ﬁurality of
functions into a spontaneous pillar for "impesing otder upon chaos.

Discussion

According to Ibn Battuta's aceounts, the khaneqah fi‘lodge) in the eighth century AH,
following the collapse of the IlckMe, transformed from a devotional institution into a dynamic,
multifunctional hub for ma&ing social crises. Demonstrating remarkable flexibility, this
institution assumed a distinctive role in eﬁegion according to the local context, emerging as a

spontaneous agentifor cre\ting rder, strengthening identity, ensuring communal welfare.
U

Regional examples of this adapta
points for ‘reinforcing religious, ide

ity aresas follows: In Arab Iraq, khaneqahs acted as focal
—consolidating Shiite identity in Najaf and Karbala,
Sunni traditien ghdad and Basra. In Wasit, they served as arenas for
practical mystic and tity ation through collective action. In Khuzestan (Abadan,
Izeh, Shushtar), a soeial and welfare function prevailed; by managing endowments (awqaf), they
undertook road swty rovided food for travelers, effectively transforming spiritual grace
(karamat) into a social, entitlement. In Fars (notably Laristan), a model of organic economic
resilience emerged aroundithe khaneqah, centered on the distribution of bread and weekly aid. In
Bilad al-Riim (Anatolia), the khaneqah became the base for networks of fityan or javanmardan
(urban youth fraternities); who administered civic affairs and provided alternative local
governance based on code chivalry. In Khorasan (Jam), these institutions evolved into socio-
spiritual and identity-shaping centers of such influence that even the sultan was compelled to
observe their norms, underscoring the ascendancy of spiritual authority. Conversely, in Tabriz,
the khaneqah functioned as an instrument for symbolically reproducing the Ilkhanid political
legacy.

In summary, throughout this turbulent era, the khaneqah became a nucleus of social resilience
and innovation. The diversity of its roles—ranging from identity formation and welfare provision
to alternative governance—attests to the capacity of deeply rooted social institutions to generate
creative and adaptive responses to systemic crisis. Ibn Battuta’s travelogue, as a primary source,
offers a vivid testimony to this dynamic, context-driven transformation.



Result
In Ibn Battuta's narrative, the khaneqah evolves from a religious institution into a framework for
analyzing post-Ilkhanid social history, through which he actively constructs its meaning. It
emerges as a dynamic mechanism, assuming context-specific functions in each region. These
extend beyond mysticism to include identity formation, public service, political legitimation, and
informal governance. This diversity represents a spontaneous response to the crisis of collapsed
central authority. Ibn Battuta documents the khaneqah as a space for reconstructing meaning,
security, and social dignity; his travelogue thus narrates a "lived history." The khaneqah thereby
symbolizes societal reinvention, integrating spirituality, ethics, economics, and power in turmoil
and embodying social resilience.
Future research should adopt an interdisciplinary approach. ‘t urces more
extensively, it could provide a more dynamic analysis ot%v i e mutual
reproduction of political and spiritual legitimacy in crisis. This traje deepen the
understanding of Iran's social transformations during this critical period.
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