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Bagh-e Zaghan and its functions during the Timurid period
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Abstract

Based on a common classification, gardens may be categorized into two types: garden-tombs garden-pavilions.
In the present article, one of Iran’s medieval garden-pavilion complexes, namely, Bagh-e Zaghan of Herat, is
examined from a historical perspective. Accordingly, the main research question is as follows: what was the
structure of Bagh-e Zaghan, and what functions did it serve in the medieval period? It appears that with the
construction and establishment of Bagh-e Zaghan by the rulers of the Kartid dynasty, this site was transformed into
the seat of the Kartid-Timurid rulers. The findings of the study indicate that Zaghan served as a residence for
Timurid rulers, a place for receiving envoys, and a venue for various ceremonies, including coronation celebrations
of Timurid princes, royal marriages, as well as birthday and circumcision :festivities of the princes. These
ceremonies, particularly coronations, were held with the participation of various al groups, including nobles,
religious leaders and sayyids, scholars, judges, painters, singers, and other segments of society. The organization of
Timurid coronation ceremonies in Bagh-e Zaghan was intended to introduce and legitimize the new Timurid ruler to
the public. In fact, Bagh-e Zaghan ‘@ctioned as an intermediary space facilitating relations between different social
strata and the Timurid rulers and princes.
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. %
Introduction

A large number of gardens were constructed in various cities during this period; however, the most prominent
among them was Bagh-e Zaghan. In-scholarly works related to this topic, such as Herat in the Timurid Period by
Sarvar Humayun and Nourishing of Herat in the Timurid Era by Abdulhakim Tabibi, there is no substantial
discussion of Bagh-e Zag}hﬁ. Michele Bernardini, in his article provides a general overview of Timurid gardens in
these two cities and only briefly mentions Bagh-e Zaghan (Bernardini Y¥4Y: YAY), Wilber, in Persian Gardens and

Pavilions (Y Y¢A), also refers only briefly to the celebrations marking the beginning of Sultan Husayn Bayqara’s
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reign held in Bagh-e Zaghan (Wilber ‘Y £A: A). The only published work directly related to the present study is the
very brief article “Bagh-e Zaghan” by Mail Heravi. In this article, Heravi provides a short description of Bagh-e
Zaghan, but it is dominated by a literary and poetic tone rather than a historical analysis. Therefore, the present

article can be considered the first historical study of Bagh-e Zaghan and its functions.
Materials and Methods

This study focuses on a relatively obscure garden for which limited data is available. In the first stage, the author
collected information on Bagh-e Zaghan from primary sources of the Ilkhanid and Timurid periods, and in some
cases from early Safavid sources, in order to reconstruct the processes of its establishment, imurid period of
flourishing, and its decline during the Safavid era. For this purpose, historical chronicles, poetry collections (divans),
biographical dictionaries (tadhkiras), and other relevant sources were examined. Anvattempt was then made to
describe the garden, its geographical location, and its internal spatial structure. Bagh-e Zaghanvhad a square plan and
was built on land suitable for water circulation and irrigation. In the second part of the article, the:social, political,

and cultural functions of the garden are analyzed.
Discussion and Results

This article discusses one of the medieval Iranian gardens, namely:Bagh-e Zaghan located in the city of Herat. Two
main aspects are examined in detail: the description of the garden and its functions. Accordingly, the research
question is formulated as follows: what functions did Bagh-e Zaghan serve in the medieval period? In response, it is
hypothesized that with the construction of' Bagh-e Zaghan, the site became a political center and administrative seat
of Timurid rulers. From a social perspective, Zaghan functioned as a space for gathering and interaction between the

1
populace and the Timurid rulers.

conclusion (

The results of this study indicate that Zaghan was originally a village in the Herat region, where the Bagh-e Zaghan
was later established m&m rulers constructed a pavilion within it. During the Timurid era, under rulers such
as Shahrukh and Sultan Husayn Bayqara, Zaghan was regarded as the heart of the Timurid Empire. Following the
collapse of the Timurids, Zaghan lost its former significance and, in the Safavid period, was reduced to a local-scale
garden and gradually fell into ruin. According to this research, the functions of Bagh-e Zaghan can be summarized

as follows:

ol
V. Social function: Bagh-e Zaghan served as a mediator and meeting place for different social groups and
classes to interact with Timurid rulers and elites. In fact, it functioned as a gathering space where various
groups, invited by Timurid rulers and viziers, presented their arts and talents in different ceremonies. It was
also a key venue for Timurid coronation ceremonies, in which various social groups participated. Through
these events, Timurid rulers publicly announced the beginning of their reign. The participation of diverse

social strata in these coronation ceremonies was an essential requirement of such events.



Y. Political function: Bagh-¢ Zaghan was known as a seat of power and residence of Timurid rulers such as
Shahrukh and Sultan Husayn Bayqara. Its importance lay in the fact that its capture by opponents was
equivalent to the collapse of a ruler’s authority. The significance of Bagh-e Zaghan becomes especially
evident in the internal conflicts and civil wars among the Timurids. During struggles between Timurid
princes and commanders, Zaghan symbolized royal authority, and control over it was regarded as a sign of
legitimacy and political power. In power struggles, princes considered possession of this site as equivalent
to holding the royal throne. The capture of this garden in the conflict between the last Kart ruler and Timur
symbolized a transfer of power.

Y. Cultural function: From a cultural perspective, Bagh-e Zaghan held a prominent plac a major site for
celebrations, leisure, and recreation. It was used for princely weddings, birthday celebrations of princes and
princesses, and receptions attended by prominent artists and scholars of the time, accompanied by music,

dance, and festive gatherings. S
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