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Abstract

The representation of women in contemporary Afghan history has largely been constructed within political and
ideological discourses, and has rarely been considered in terms of independent agency. Focusing on the period
of socialist rule in Afghanistan () 4VA-Y34Y), this study addresses how women have been represented in
socialist historiography and what characteristics define this representation. The research adopts a qualitative
methodology based on a narrative inquiry approach. Data were purposively collected from historical texts,
particularly memoirs and writings of leaders of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan and-leftist
currents. The findings indicate that socialist historiography in Afghanistan primarily represents women within
the framework of party ideology and organizational roles, while neglecting their lived experiences and
independent voices. Accordingly, the study emphasizes: the necesesﬁy of a critical rereading of this
historiographical tradition in order to enable a more independent and realistic:portrayal of women’s position in
Afghanistan’s social and political transformations.
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h
Introduction A

The position of women in-Afghanistan’s. social history has consistently been subject to limited, selective, and
ideological representations. In many histori rratives, women are not portrayed as independent agents of
social and political transformation, but rather as abstract, symbolic constructs or as elements subordinated to
dominant discourses, often serving ideological legitimization. This tendency has resulted in the marginalization
of women’s lived experiences, social agency, and the diversity of their roles within official historiography.

One of the key contexts in’lch such representations have been produced is politically influenced
historiography, particularly socialist historiography of Afghanistan. This historiographical current, largely based
on the memoirs and writings of leaders of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan and leftist groups,
played a significant role in shaping representations of women during the socialist regime.

The central research question of this study is: How has the representation of women been constructed in socialist
historiography of Afghanistan, and what are its defining features? The sub-questions are: In what roles and
forms are women represented in socialist historiographical texts? What is the relationship between these
historical narratives and the lived experiences of women during that period? And how has party ideology
influenced the representation of women in these texts?
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In this study, the concept of the “ideological subject” is drawn from Louis Althusser’s theory, according to
which ideology constructs individuals as subjects who appear to act freely within its framework, while in reality
their genuine agency is constrained.

This research is situated within the framework of women’s social history and employs historiographical texts as
its primary sources. On the one hand, it seeks to recover women’s lived experiences and agency during the
socialist period through social history; on the other hand, it demonstrates that historiographical texts of this
period offer an ideological representation of women that requires critical interpretation.

The literature in this field can be divided into two main strands: first, studies focused on historiography and
political developments of the socialist period, primarily concerned with discourse analysis, historical currents,
and party structures; second, studies addressing the social and historical conditions of Afghan women. However,
the intersection of these two fields—namely, the construction of “woman” as a discursive subject in official and
ideological historiography—has received limited independent scholarly attention.

Methodology \

This study employs a qualitative research method based on narrative inquiry. This approach is used as an
analytical tool to examine the relationship between narrative construction and ideological logic, enabling an
investigation into how women are represented in historiographical texts. \

The data consist of memoirs and historical writings of leaders of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan
and other leftist groups. These sources were purposefully selected due t(\tllleir influential role in producing and
consolidating socialist historiography in Afghanistan and were systematically analyzed.

In this research, party texts are used as historical sources for reconstructing the social history of women and for
understanding the gap between ideological representation and lived reality. Data analysis is based on a critical
reading of narratives and an examination of how women are represented in historiographical texts.

Findings

The findings indicate that s%list historiograNl Afghanistan predominantly represents women within the
framework of party ideoloéxy and organizational roles. In these-narratives, women are primarily defined in
relation to political spheres. (such as protest, coup, and governance), social relations, and historical narration
within the context of the party’s political pv, participation in affiliated organizations, and alignment with
official state policies. They are “less« frequently portrayed as independent subjects with diverse social
experiences.

The study further reveals:that Jeftist historiographical texts in Afghanistan emphasize women’s political and
organizational roles while mgsalizing their lived experiences, social agency, and independent voices.
Moreover, a significant gap exists between socialist narratives and the social reality of Afghan women, as many
of the examined texts represent women through ideological frameworks derived from party discourse. This is
particularly evident in the neglect of non-Kabuli women, non-party-affiliated women, and those excluded from
formal structures of power.

The findings also demonstrate that party ideology played a decisive role in shaping representations of women,
and that descriptions of women in these texts were driven more by political and ideological objectives than by
historical experience.

Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the findings, socialist historiography in Afghanistan has largely represented women as ideological
subjects—that is, subjects whose identity and role are defined within the framework of official party narratives,
leaving limited space for the emergence of independent agency. As a result, a significant portion of women’s
lived experiences and social realities has been omitted from the historiographical record of this period.

Therefore, the study emphasizes the necessity of a critical re-reading of socialist historiography in Afghanistan
in order to achieve a more accurate understanding of women’s position in the country’s social and political
transformations. It is further recommended that future research draw on more diverse sources and focus on
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women’s social experiences in order to reconstruct more independent and nuanced narratives of Afghan
women’s history.
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