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Abstract: -

In the)a® century, slave trade was one of the principal spheres of Britain’s political and
military intervention in Persian Gulf. The Actiof Slavery Abolition in Britain provided
the foundation for anti-slavery policies in the region: Influenced by Europe’s socio-
political transformations, Britain\sought to expand its maritime influence in Persian Gulf
and control the routes used for African slave trade. British officials established specific
administrative mechanisms and supervised the slave trade in Persian Gulf. Drawing on
historical analysis, documen evidence, and British perspective, this study addresses
the following question: “What pelicies -and mechanisms did Britain pursue to combat
slave trade in Persian Gulf, and how did this approach contribute to suppression of the
trade, punishment of brokers, and improvement of slave’s living conditions?”” The
findings show that Britain employed a range of measures, including treaties with rulers of
the Arab coasts, direct<naval intervention, blockades, confiscation of slave-carrying
vessels, regulatory controls, and negotiations with Iranian government to suppress the
trade. These measures constituted the principal mechanism through with Britain pursued
abolition. Their implementation transformed patters of employment and labor
organization, reduced reliance on slave trade, and marked the beginning of a new phase
of economic activity in‘the Persian Gulf.
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Introduction:

The prohibition of the slave trade in the Persian Gulf during the late YA+ +—YA®+ was closely associated with the expansion
of British influence in the region and Britain’s wider campaign against slavery. Acting on behalf of the British
government, the East India Company initiated correspondence with local rulers and regional governments regarding the
suppression of the trade. These exchanges led to the conclusion of treaties, after which the British navy, supported by its
warships, began operations aimed at removing slave-carrying vessels from the waters of the Persian Gulf. Given the
commercial, political, and military significance of British activities in the region, this study investigates the process of
suppressing the slave trade and the measures undertaken by representatives of the British government and the East India
Company. It seeks to answer the following question: “What policies and mechanisms did Britain and East India Company
pursue to combat slave trade in the Persian Gulf, and how did this approach contribute to the suppression of the trade,
punishment of brokers, and improvement of enslaved people’s living conditions?” To address.this question, the study
draws upon reports of the East India Company and the British government, records of abolitio&‘rganizations, and a
range of archival documents and historical sources.

Methods & Materials:
The present study employs historical analysis to examine the suppression of the e in Wersian Gulf and its
consequences for the punishment of brokers and the lives of enslaved people after e ipation. This approach facilitates

an understanding of the political, economic, and legal contexts surrounding the issue. T ve trade inithe Persian Gulf
was not merely an economic phenomenon; it was closely connected to colonial power structures, maritime relations,
Indian Ocean commercial networks, and the policies-of 1(&ovemments. Historical analysis therefore provides an
effective framework for investigating these interconne&éd developments. This method makes it possible to trace the
gradual transformation of British and East India Company policies, from economic participation in the region to maritime
supervision and security enforcement; and from a commercial institution to'a direct actor in regulating and suppressing the
slave trade.

Discussion & Result: ‘ \

The most significant step.in this process was the expansion of British military presence and the deployment of
warships in the Persian.Gulf. Through the gradual enforcement of anti-slave-trade measures, Britain and the East India
Company also succeeded in reducing thWnce of competing European commercial and political rivals in the region.

Based on developments between © and Y4 :°, British efforts can be divided into two phases: YA+°—-YAe+ and
YAe.—V4.o 'Each period possessed distinct characteristics and geographical priorities. These differences reflected the
progressive expansion, consolidation,~and stabilization of British and East India Company influence in the region. The
intensity of anti-slave-trade activities was closely linked to the growth of British power and the strengthening of its
military presence. Throughout this period, Britain employed a variety of instruments, particularly naval power and
warships, to pursue its.econemic and political-military objectives in the Persian Gulf, while using the prohibition of the
slave trade as an additional instrument of pressure.

By YAe+ | the prohibition of the slave trade in the Persian Gulf had achieved substantial results. British activities
during the period YAe+—14+ ¢ focused increasingly on reinforcing these measures and ultimately seeking the abolition of
slavery itself. According to reports submitted by Captain Kemball in YAeY, however, the suppression of the slave trade
remained incomplete despite numerous agreements with Arab sheikhs and royal decrees issued by the Iranian government.

Conclusion
A historical examination of British efforts to suppress the slave trade in the Persian Gulf between YA+© and Y4.°

demonstrates that anti-slavery policy formed part of a broader process of imperial expansion and the consolidation of
British maritime hegemony in the region.. Enslaved people transported from East Africa to the ports and coasts of the
Persian Gulf generally lacked the demographic concentration, economic independence, and organized networks necessary
for large-scale resistance movements. Consequently, the abolition of the slave trade in the Persian Gulf was not primarily
driven by internal social movements but rather imposed from above through external political and military pressure.

The gradual suppression of the slave trade produced important social and economic consequences in Iran and
along the southern shores of the Persian Gulf. It contributed to changes in labor structures and reduced the role of enslaved
labor in productive activities. The disappearance of cheap or unpaid labor challenged traditional slave-based economic
arrangements and compelled merchants and local landowners to allocate greater resources to labor recruitment. Despite



these developments, British anti-slavery policies achieved only partial success. Slave smuggling continued into the
twentieth century, and many informal trafficking networks remained active.
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