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abstract

Iran's modern education has been state-centered and centralist, with
negligible links to local community. The high barrier between the school
and community can be found in components such as formal language in
classes, curriculum, educational contents, dressing up, table and bench
placement, educational calendar, attendance arrangements, and other
common behaviors and values. This remarkable distance, and the
negligible relation between the educational system and society led to
significant segments of the Iranian population living outside cities for many
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years being absent from the educational system. The official system of
education was eliminated from cities and was not eager to make a
difference to adapt to nomads and villagers.

Although on some occasions there have been some efforts to establish links
between local communities and the education system, these efforts seem to
be neither sufficient nor successful. This research studies the plans that
tried to link the educational system and the rural local communities during
the Pahlavi era, and whether or not they were effective.

Data were collected through library and documentary method. Findings of
this study show that projects such as the "nomadic schools™ and
"knowledge corps" (Sepah-Danesh) reveal a significant connection with
local communities. These projects had a major role in introducing and
expanding the modern education to non-urban communities. In the absence
of such projects, the official education system could hardly cover the
majority of the Iranian population outside the cities during the Pahlavi era.
Other projects such as "primary schools of villages” and "regionalization”
never proved operational to reduce the distance between the formal system
and the local community, which remained just on the paper.

In the 1950s, "nomadic schools" were established with major differences
from normal schools. This type of school had an educational calendar and
some special regulations that would match them with the nomadic lifestyle.
These schools had special considerations in terms of orientation, content
and educational objectives commensurate to the local community.
Nomadic communities were involved in most decision-making, planning,
implementation, and even financing activities. These schools played a
significant role in the development of modern education, not only in the
nomadic community, but also in the Iranian rural community.

In the 1960s, the schools of the Sepah-Danesh (Knowledge Corps) were
established targeting a link to the rural community with a special program
that was different from the official system. Adherence to the lifestyle and
local conditions and facilities is one of the common characteristics of the
Sepah-Danesh and nomadic schools. However, the Sepah-Danesh schools
did not rely heavily on the local community in orienting and planning.
Practically, Sepah-Danesh schools had less reliance on the local
community than the nomadic schools. For example, while in nomadic
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schools it was attempted to employ indigenous people as teachers, teachers
were generally urban diploma-holder soldiers in Sepah-Danesh schools.
Therefore, during the Pahlavi period, there were a few plans to link
between education and local communities, of which the most practical were
nomadic schools and knowledge corps. The formal education system was
not able to absorb these sectors because of its centralization, statism, and
equalism.
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