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Evaluation the historical narration of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh in
comparison with historys of early Islamic centuries in Shiruya
kingdom
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abstract

In addition to literary and mythical values, Shahnameh is one of the most
important sources of the Iranian ancient history, which has specially
narrated Sassanid history in details. Ferdowsi has faithfully versified the
texts extracted from various Xodaynamehs, and hence, much details of the
Sassanid era can be found there. Arabic-Persian histories based on
Xodaynameh have also rewritten Sassanid history, and are highly valuable.
In this study, the most important historical sources have been compared
against the historical narration of Shahnameh. Some of those studying
Sassanid have insisted on the historical aspect of Shahnameh, and have
recognized it as having historical value. Some others attribute a relative
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value to Shahnameh, and some, yet, assume Shahnameh as non-historical.
The political history after Xosrow Parviz until the collapse of Sassanid was
very sensitive. The short-time reign of the last Sassanid kings and the
nobles' struggle on the one hand, and Arabs' attack on the other hand
overthrew Sassanid dynasty. The special narration of Shahnameh from this
period has been important, necessitating an assessment of the historical
detail of Shahnameh and its narration. This research can be purposive in
the better use of this source for those studying Sassanid.

Research questions: What are the similarities and differences between
the historical narration of Shahnameh from the outset of Shiruya's reign
and the narration of the early sources of Islamic centuries? What are
important historical data provided by Shahnameh about this period not
found in other sources?

Hypothesis: There are valuable similarities and differences between

the historical narration of Shahnameh at the outset of Shiruya's reign and
the early Islamic histories, which also include some details that are not
cited or are incomplete. These narrations have entered Shahnameh from a
branch of Xodaynameh's and through the mediation of Shahnameh-ye
Abou Mansouri.

Research method: The historical data of Shahnameh and other given
sources were categorized at the outset of Shiruya's reign. Then, detailed
narration of Shahnameh, similarities and differences were compared and
then elaborated against each of the historical texts. Results such as
unveiling the precision and value of Shahnameh in the historical narration
of Xosrow Parvize's overturn and Shiruya's gaining power are predictable
from the national epical view. This research can further validate the
position of Shahnameh in historical sources for those investigating
Sassanid, and can be useful for other researches in this area.

Results: Ferdowsi named some warlords of whom just two have been
mentioned in other texts. "Rostam" and "Naxwar" and their important
roles in this story, and "Farroxzad Azarmegan"'s full and correct name
have been mentioned just in Shahnameh. In other words, Shahnameh is
the only historical source having mentioned these three people in the

story of Xosrow's overturn and Shiruya's gaining power. Ferdowsi has
conveyed warlords' names to us more accurately than the other sources.
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For example, "Naxwar" and "Ashtadgoshasb" can be noted having the
least change in Shahnameh. Ferdowsi correctly recognizes exhaustion
from long war and Xosrow's insistence on continuing war as the most
important motives for the crisis. Disagreements between Xosrow and his
opponents have been clearly shown in correspondences hinted in
Shahnameh. Ferdowsi mentions Shiruya's coronation date as "Day" day in
Azar, which, similar to Tabari's, is the most accurate among all sources.
Of 18 rebels, Ferdowsi mentions 11, which is the most complete and
precise among all sources.

In this part of Shahnameh, Ferdowsi has been constantly faithful to his
source, and, despite limitations in rhythm and narrative framework, has
faithfully versified data. He has not changed the forms of names according
to the standard language of his time, so the names are closer to Pahlavi
texts. He has mentioned the influential people's names and roles in
Xosrow's overturn and Shiruya's empowerment, and has also addressed the
reasons and causes of this event. The view present in Xodaynameh has
entered Shahnameh with a mediation, and has refined it from non-Iranian
and caliph-centered deviations. Ferdowsi's historiographical method is the
same as that of the Iranian’s, which has no contradiction with revising
historical events. Ferdowsi's poetic style has not blemished his
historiography at all, and he has been able to juxtapose these two aspects
in the best possible way.
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