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Abstract
The growth and prosperity of Tabriz, due to its political centrality and settlement among

commercial route, did not last for long time. Besides, accruing of natural disasters,
particularly, earthquakes, along with invasion of western neighbors led to the decline of the
city. During a three-hundred-year period, eight major earthquakes happened and outbreaks
of contagious diseases affected different areas of civil life. Various happenings, especially
earthquakes, not only did destruct the city several times, but it also led to widespread death
tolls which had some short and long-term social consequences. The present study, by
applying descriptive-analytical method, attempts to explain the social consequences of
natural disasters, particularly earthquakes, as an independent variable on the social life of
the inhabitants; besides, it tries to answer the main question of the paper: What are the
social consequences of natural disasters, particularly earthquakes, during the period of
Safavid-Qajar rise in Tabriz? It is estimated that physical structure degradation, population
decline, psychological problems, social deviations, superstitions, deterioration of living
conditions, migration and unwillingness to improve accommodation conditions were the

short and long-term consequences of natural disasters.
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