Social History Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 10, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 245-272
Doi: 10.30465/shc.2020.27882.1995

Mismanagement in the Qajar Iran: Astan-i Quds-i Radhawt
Organization, Administration of the Shrine of Imam Ridha
(AS), 1916-1918/1334-1335 AH

Mohammad Ali Kazembeyki*

Abstract

The inefficiency of the bureaucratic administration in the Qajar era is not an issue,
especially as it was quite evident in the last decades of life of this dynasty in various forms.
There is enough information available on the failure or fault of the ministries and their staff
in the first decades of the twentieth century/1320s and 1330s AH. However, the
incompetence of the offices under the direct supervision of the Shah has received less
attention. The present study is concerned with investigating theft of a copy of the Quran
writing of which attributed to Imam Sadjdjad (AS) from above the tomb of Imam Ridha
(AS) that was under management of Administration of the Shrine of Imam Ridha (AS) or
Astan-i Quds-i Radhawt Organization, (1334-1335 AH). Having religious nature, this case,
as expected, became the hot news of the press. The incident raised also the issue of
managing and overseeing the Astan-i Quds Organization which outside the realm of
government, was one of institutions under the Shah's direct responsibility. As a result of
this theft, Astan-i Quds management's shortcomings were taken seriously. The findings of
the present study indicate that what happened was the result of chronic mismanagement in
the important religio-politico establishment of Astan-i Quds, which was headed by the Shah
himself. Although public awareness of Astan-i Quds inefficiency paved the way for
structural reforms in the organization, this was not realized at the appropriate time.

Keywords: The Qajars, Administration of the Holly Shrine of Imam Ridha (AS), Quran
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“Meshed,” 1910:520; P. Sykes, “Historical Notes on Khurasan,” Journal of the Royal

Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, (Oct., 1910), pp. 1144-1145.
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“Meshed,” 1910: 521; Col. W. G. Grey, Meshed Diary No. 9 for the week ending 3" March
1917, secret, March 3, 1917 in Persia Dairies, [OR/L/PS/10/211, para. no. 6.
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R. Sheikholeslami, “The Sale of Offices in Qajar Iran, 1858-1896,” Iranian Studies, vol. 4:
No. 2/3 (Spring -Summer, 1971), pp. 104-118.
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Col. W. G. Grey, Meshed Diary No. 11 for the week ending the 17" March 1917, secret,
March 17, 1917 in Persia Dairies, IOR/L/PS/10/2, para. no. 1.
13. Grey, Mashed Diary No. 14 for the week ending the 14™ April 1917, confidential, April 14,
1917 in Persia Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211, para. no. 2;
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14. Redl, Mashed Diary No. 14 for the week ending 14 April 1917, confidential, April 14, 1917 in
Persia Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211, para. no. 2;
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19. Same, Mashed Diary No. 20 for the week ending 19 May 1917, confidential, May 19, 1917,
para. no.5; same, Mashed Diary No. 23 for the week ending 9 June 1917, confidential, June 9,
1917, para. no. 5 both in Persia Diaries, [OR/L/PS/10/211.

20. Same, Mashed Diary No. 18 for the week ending 5 May 1917, confidential, May 21, 1917,
para. nos. 1 and 5; Col. Redl, Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the week ending 12 May 1917,
secret, May 12, 1917, para. no. 228; Grey, Mashed Diary No. 28 for the week ending 14 July
1917, confidential, July 14, 1917, para. no. 2 all in Persia Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211;
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21. Grey, Mashed Diary No. 22 for the week ending the 2nd June 1917, confidential, June 2, 1917
in Persia Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211, para. No.2; cf.

s SUSG anl ' LS Ol slad 5 Slls 5l sl i 1S Cre Sl

YA bl e Mo aliwly wrly SLEL" 63,2 VY0 U (sl YU cbaks e

Sl W Ol "3 ygme 013 4y ey QL= LGS 652V TY0 1 (olesr

.G .o \YYo
dy oS LS @ N b sy 3550 53 65 A VYO oy V0 DL/ O XY

Y4 0" eslzS S LS s g els ol AL 3 G 3550 O3 Lais

.G .2 YWY Olai
Sy dipn wdladama b LT (ol VY
"Muhammad Hashim Mirza, Shahzadeh, Who's Who in Persia, 1: 30-31.

24. Grey, Mashed Diary No. 28, para. no. 6; same, Mashed Diary No.31 for the week ending 4
August 1917, confidential, August 4, 1917, para. no. 3; same, Mashed Diary No.32 for the week
ending 11 August 1917, confidential, August 11, 1917, para. no. 1; same, Mashed Diary No.33
for the week ending 18 August 1917, confidential, August 18, 1917, para. no. 1 all in Persia
Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211; cf.

Bea YO Ul VNl ol " s skl o 5"

3ol 3y pege b cdlie 3550 3 63 A VWY0 U3 )N (b Mentie wli] g 5" YO

Ol 5 5 liwl cod 5" (3.8 WWY0 Olan, YV (ks Sy pmomen eV gl b 5

Sy O B a5 e 3l 616G A VYO I3 VA LT Ol "By s
“Murteza Quli Khan, Saiyid,” 'Who's Who in Persia, 1: 36.

26. Same, Mashed Diary No.36 for the week ending 8 September 1917, confidential, September 8,
1917, para. no. 2; same, Mashed Diary No.37 for the week ending 15 September 1917,
confidential, September 15, 1917, para. no. 4 both in Persia Diaries, IOR/L/PS/10/211; cf.

B ANTO odas3 4 5V 5 s YV 9 A (b

GLa WV ol ¥l Mg e OF elom ola (Gl s gls d YV

BNV UV ola YV s 35 s ;}T}ch\w_,é) L H\)JSJJ" Cpad

B AYY Y oole T it ‘(C) @5y Akl s s )) o)l slldenes



S 1S Ol S 53l et e b e ol 5 Gl 5 s (sl YA
IV IE XYV Xz pao ATV g ol Sl SlbulS (05 aimeiS slota ¢ Slna
R (STl ;&J\jl{(t).sl;w;v}.é;-ygw Ol 3 555 (gl 0T i)
M ojlas O 3V E-\Y

i adaly 035 LY eh oS ke S L5 20T W (ool 10 el ze YA
S sl yan e Sleial L aS 55 e S sty ) (6l ackalls a5
(3. a Y0 L (ool YV 0/ il 4l HLasl dde dgdus 55 |t L3 e
"l Ol g astel! Sy e S T s Dol el s s ey Jl i
aalsl Jlw o (gl o B Olwl 3 SSol 3540 3 Eou 45 .2 WWYA i YV O/
B A YA Olae, 0 Mz b gl Wlis s (S 4 gas &l 2l

e ol 4y gl )l &g
Gty ol Ol S B ez 01l 53 e s g (1FA) o dams o S bl

N GO e ol Al i agyy— el A b s a(G s IWTOIYTE)
doi: 10.30465/shc.2020.27882.1995

aliols

Ol ol (S spmor a5l el Sl st

India Office, UK

4 o g 093 o Slysd pedame D S1As 5 0

(b sl aslis)

oyl

ey

Sl ok

it

Al e

ok

L bl Qs 2 S QUYL L OFW Ol e dasms caidaldlslazel
O oS 5 ¢ gy L p 25K OV (il plize b ¢ el lslazel



YWY (Ko oblS detesa) v b ] S 1) pae oyl )5 Co e sgw

O et wlhas ¢ 5 YY) el lslazel

O bl (28l 5s 5 5 LA RS Olalt e aalifn) OYVE Ol g 1 e S

OIS Ol (e 15 m 0dg G5 ¢ el asloulsS 5103 0" OYAQ ¢ e 3054
NONNOY s 080V Iy poles b " (51

S5 Sl Va5 (555 ol st blo 4 i S ol s AYVO (50 o S
Agln ((§ 35 el O] Dlazl 5 Ol aven o ol

sl 5 S b lys Ll Lo i sSo a3 Al YA (g5l Al b 15 e 5550
Ol (ol

O Ol e g Cwﬁ (ol LY ol ATEO hnar dasma ¢ o 50y 55

oSl il oyl 5 3] oS> b sy 15 0 S ghally i AVEV (s 53y SIS
AY-Y an A0 g

0350 AblS o STy g RS SC A a2 3 ATAY Bl dase e 55050 pllan JO6
O Dl G s e Sbad S 1

4SS 5 sl Oloslw 53 352 ge bl il s (g GllS ) "AYAY (G el
IM=YVE 2o V=8 Ol sl e

NOO-AYA oo AY (b "o 58 Sl oo 16 il 501 QLS e 15 0" b dlgesl

b 3l o el b (5 Bl 123 e gl rle) (Som 3 Spen " OYAY (il
YAV=YVO Lo N =4 Ol ylg 4ol (OLdS FE s Sl 530 e

DL ool Olial bulS (5 it slatal, YLV ol Slas ol

O S el cillie @36 A8 5SG Tl Al YTV ¢ (Bdazes 1)y e Shall OLL

D85 Olas e (U 8 AVEY (b st

Ol b lal 2 ol e MYV ol )0l

O WJB LS o8 ALl AT (GBalo dems o lgioal ol

Cronin, S. 1997, “An experiment in revolutionary nationalism: the rebellion of Colonel
Muhammad Taqi Khan Pasyan in Mashhad, April-October 1921,” Middle Eastern Studies,
33:4, pp.693-750.

Curzon, G. N., 1982, Persia and the Persian Question, Longman, Green and Co., London.

Sheikholeslami, R., 1971, “The Sale of Offices in Qajar Iran, 1858-1896,” Iranian Studies, 4:
No. 2/3, pp. 104-118.

“Meshed,” 1910, Gazetteer of Persia, vol. 1, confidential, prepared by the General Staff
Headquarters, India, Simla, IOR/L/MIL/17/15/2/1.



“Muhammad Hashim Mirza, Shahzadeh,”1923, Who's Who in Persia, I (Khorasan, Sistan & the
Kainat), confidential, prepared by General Staff, India, 1% ed., Delhi,
IOR/L/MIL/17/15/11/1, pp.30-31.

“Murteza Quli Khan, Saiyid,” 1923, Who's Who in Persia, I (Khorasan, Sistan & the Kainat),
confidential, prepared by General Staff, India, 1* ed., Delhi, IOR/L/MIL/17/15/11/1, p. 36.

Sykes, P. 1951, 4 History of Persia, 3" ed., Macmillan, London.

. 1910, “Historical Notes on Khurasan,” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland, 42: 4, pp. 1111-1154.

“Zahir-ul-Islam,” 1923, Who's Who in Persia, I (Khorasan, Sistan & the Kainat), confidential,
prepared by General Staff, India, 1* ed., Delhi, IOR/L/MIL/17/15/11/1, p. 59.

Watson, R. G., 1866, A History of Persia, Smith, Elder and Co., London.



