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Abstract

Nobility, as an important and widely used concept in social analysis, has not been
understood the same throughout history and has different levels of meaning. The
main issue of this essay is to understand the impact of the worldview of the two
societies, late ancient Iran and the early Islamic as the two main origins, on the
concept of nobility in the Islamic period of Iranian history. To answer this problem,
the question must be answered as to what the nobility understood in late ancient Iran
and early Islam.

Based on the conceptual history method, the present essay studies the social
context of the mentioned societies in order to obtain conceptual components, and
then, based on the comparative method, compares the components of nobility in
these two societies.

In both societies, the ancestry of the nobility was very important, but the more
complex social structure in ancient Iran, their dependence on land, and the ideology
of the Iranian monarchy made the understanding of the nobility different from the
tribal structure among the new Muslim Arabs.
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This conceptual difference affected the social reality and created a multi-layered
concept of nobility in the Ilamic period of Iranian history.
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