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Social housing and immigrant squatters:
the construction of the Kooy-e nohom-e aban in 1960s

Mohammad Javad Abdollahi”

Abstract

From the 1960s, squatter and informal settlements became one of the social
problems of large cities, especially Tehran, due to the expansion of internal
migration. Initially, the demolition of slums was the only planned policy of the
government in the face of this social problem. Following the failure of these
measures, an attempt was made to overcome this problem by building housing for
slum dwellers. The construction of the Kooy-e nohom-e aban in 1965 for the slum
dwellers was a considerable action of the government in the face of this problem in
Tehran. However, shortly after the construction of the Kooy-e nohom-e aban, almost
seventy percent of the slum dwellers had left these homes in the early 1970s.
Despite the urgent need for adequate shelter, the question of the present article is
why the residents of the Kooy-e nohom-e aban left their homes? The claim of the
present article is that the incompatibility of these houses with the ways of earning
their livelihood was the main reason for leaving the Kooy-e nohom-e aban.
Therefore, the construction and housing of slum dwellers in the Kooy-e nohom-e
aban was described first. Then the social and economic characteristics of its
inhabitants were assessed. Finally, an attempt was made to reveal why the slum

dwellers left the houses of the Kooy-e nohom-e aban.
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