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Pleasure (hus$niidi) and Gratification (htinsandi)
in Ancient Iranian Texts
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Abstract

husniidi and hiinsandi are among the most fundamental concepts in ancient Iranian
worldview, a way of looking at the world in which all degrees of happiness have a
high significance and one of the most genuine forms of happiness arises from a
feeling of husniidi and hiinsandi. Considering the importance of these concepts in
ancient Iranian texts, conducting research on the meaning and concepts of these
words from Avesta to new Persian can help us to understand the ancient Iranian
worldview. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the present study attempts to
find the origins of these two words and trace the journey of the concepts around
them in Avesta and Pahlavi texts. After studying several examples, it can be
understood that husniidi and hiinsandi both emerge frequently in ancient Iranian
texts and their meaning equals to happiness and satisfaction, respectively. In Avesta
and Pahlavi texts, the need to get the gratification of Ahuramazda and deities has
repetitively been emphasized and gratification here equals to happiness and
satisfaction. In addition, many words can be found which are similar to the word
satisfaction and are connected with satisfaction, happiness, work and endeavor,
selflessness and most important of all, wisdom. In this point of view, we are

encouraged to try to make the earth a better place and, at the same time, not become
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attached to it. In addition, due to the existence of destiny-oriented worldviews,
wisdom is sometimes used synonymously with illuminated meanings such as

avoiding avarice, and world’s unreliability.

Keywords: husntdi, hiinsandi, Avesta, Pahlavi texts
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sudomand-tar. ud pad zindagih drustth ud padéxwih ud asanih ud abeé-
bimih ud

ramisn, ud pad ruwan tuxsagih 1 pad kirbag ud pahréz 1 az winah, ud pad
be

widiri$nih nam ud husrawih abayi$nig. én and ci§ han weh 1 az &n and c1§
bawed

drustth az payman ud padéxwih [K251v] az *afrin (?) ud ramisn az
fraronth ud

asanth az hunsandth ud abg-bimih az a-winahih ud tuxsagih 1 pad kirbag
ud az-

winah-pahréxtan az [M583] $nasth ud nam ud husrawih 1 wuzurg az

kuni$n 1

néwag (Shaked 1979: 202).
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196
usan én-iz 6won dast kii: rami$n madayan hun sandih, ud b&é§ madayan ana-

hunsandih. ¢e ka Ohrmazd 1 xwaday pad n&kih 1 -§ ast n€ hunsand had, eg-
i né

nekih had. ud agar Ahreman pad anagih n€ ana-hunsand had, &g-i§ né

anagth had (Shaked 1979: 76).
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xwes-tan pad ramis$n dari$n ud ramis$n az an 1 fraron ¢i§ owon pad niwazisn

¢iyon an T aburnayag ud owdn pad-i§ tuxsiSn ki ta-§ ramisn hagriz az tan be

n€ Sawed ud ka ramisn an ¢i§ xwahed 1 ka-§ 6 kamag sazénd winah be Sayed

biidan an ¢i§ né bé any ¢iS ka kunih&d ramiSn abzayéd ud winah budan

nésayed kunis$n ud pad &€ éwenag ramisn az tan be né hilisn ¢e aburnayag was

ka ¢i§ an xwahed [1] ka-§ 0 kamag sazénd winah az-i§ Sayeéd budan ka pad

gohrigih T an ¢i§ an xwah&d owon xwarén €i§ ¢iyon xorma-ew ayab goz-ew

dahénd hunsand [ud] pad rami$n bawed ud danagan ramis$n T owdn arzomand

hunsandih ray guft ésted (Shaked 1979: 198).
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ud én-ez paydag ku be ke daneéd ku ce wehih ud ce petyarag énya winah be ne
daned

burdan ...[16] hunsandih wehih, u-§ asgahanih petyarag (Shaked 1979:
137-138).
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ud En-ez paydag ku a-hunsandih ud widangih az gehan be barisn be €don

baris$n ku

tuxSagih be ne kahéd (Shaked 1979: 140).
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pad astawanth 1 dén abar tuxs ¢€ hunsandih mahist danagth ud ¢€ wuzurg-tum
ummed

1méndg) (YYO Y4 oL e).
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u-San en-8z a'on dast ku pad andarz [1] © mardoman &don &sted ku pad
andarz[i] ©

mardoman &don guft stéd ku driydsth pahlom ud pad miyan kuned, u-§
saxt abar driyostht

pahlom ci§ [&stéd]. ud ke ne a- carth be éwaz wehih ud burzisn 1 driyosih
ray pad diryosth

ul, &sted, awe ahreman abag mazandagan az gehan be kard bawed
(Shaked 1979: 56).
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u-3an en-ez a'on dast ku driyosth &d bawéd ke tawan xwastag 1 gétig ray tan
padéxw

ud bawandag, ud ox az-e$ ahangig, meni$nig pad-e$ hunsand, ud tund ne

andar bawéd,

ud andar awe 1 caSmag tawanig ne tar-meni$n be a'on kunéd ku abag

caSmagth ud

tawanigth T awe driyosth T man pas-ez han ham ku an hém (Ibid: 58).
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u-San €n-ez a'on dast ku Skohih &d bawed ke *tawan xwastag 1 gétig
bawandag nést,

pad-e§ ana-hunsand, xwés-tan pad dus-farrag daréd ud andar awel
*tawanig ud caSmag

tar-meni$n, xwad hamésag 6 *caSmagth ud tawanigih kosed (Ibid).
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177

u-8an eén-ez a'on dast ku pad-ez xwastag kardan cis-€ €n weh ke tuxsag hungar
ud
hunsand bawéd (Ibid: 70).
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en-ez &don ku pad xwadayth ud xwastag a-payman waranig ne bawisn, ce-$
néwagith 1

mad &steéd mezag kam danéd ud xwad-ez andar a-hunsandih ud an-asanih
ziwed ke pad

xwadayih ud xwastag a-payman waranig bawed (Ibid:152).
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gowend ki dastwar-ew guft kit 6won Ciyon petitigith ruwan az harw winah
pak kunéd
owon hunsandih frahist druz 1 stahmag az ruwan abaz daréd) (Shaked
1979: 196).
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uSan &n-iz owon dast ku: az wehan azadih ud 4spas gowisn ud az wattaran
gilag n¢
gowisn) (Shaked 1979: 110).
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C83¢c

€n-iz ¢ahar ahog andar mardom dusmenth buidan guft estéd, gilag ud afsos ud
aweénisn ud
penih (Shaked 1979: 174).
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usan én-iz Owon dast kii: gilag-obar ud pad kirbag tuxsag ud3 wistax bawisn,
ud spas az

meéndgan xwahi$n)(Ibid: 14).
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en-iz &don ki az azar ud oreéb 1 mad &sted was kas agah né€ kunisn ce
mardoman pad-i§ wes

andar ayarénd ud duSmen pad-i§ ayaréndtar k& beS ud abaron udoreb 1
mad &sted was kas

agah kunéd (Shaked 1979:160).
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en-ez €don ku pad han 1 bagd-baxt hunsand bawisn, ce bastan andar a-
hunsandth ud bes

ziwed ke pad han 1 bago-baxt ne hunsand (Shaked 1979: 152).
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*gowend ku mard-e fraz o kof-€ mad ud mard-€ did 1 andar han kof manist,
az-e§ pursid ku ce-nam heh, u-t ce [B455] kar ud ce xwariSn. ud merag guft
ku ranz-spoz nam hém, u-m xwarisn bar 1 draxtan, u-m kar én ku winah ne
kiiném. ud han mard guft ku néwag ez €d nam ud néwag-ez &d kar ud néwag-
ez &d xwarisn. ud mérag guft ku az to ke be stanéd. ud han mard guft ku a-
hunsandih az man be stanéd (Shaked 1979: 186).
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