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Abstract

Recently archaeological excavations in the eastern cemetery of Qara tepe, Sagzabad,
have uncovered graves related to the late second millennium and the first half of the
first millennium B.C. (Iron ages 2 and 3). Thankfully, with the excavation of this
cemetery, we have obtained some findings based on which we can reconstruct part
of the social aspects of the life of the societies of the first millennium BC in the
region. Graves are one of the most important archaeological contexts for discovering
prestige goods. There are many questions and ambiguities in the field of prestige
goods, changes in their type and value over time, and how they were distributed in
the region in the Iron Ages 2 and 3. Given the theoretical discussions raised about
prestige and prestige goods and the results of the excavations in this cemetery, finds
such as sea shells, decorative beads made of carnelian and antimony, cylindrical
seals of the neo-Assyrian style, cylindrical seals with geometric designs, and iron
ornaments and tools can be considered as prestige goods. The evidence of this
cemetery indicates the elites' efforts in the first millennium B.C. to maintain their

social prestige by achieving new categories of prestige goods. As a sign of
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connection and interaction with distant lands, these goods could play an influential
role in maintaining and developing elites' prestige and social status. Moreover, the
finds of this cemetery indicate the efforts of some lower ranks of the society to

increase their social prestige and use its advantages.
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