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"Xwedodah'" in Eastern Sources;

Ethnic or Religious Tradition?
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Abstract

The term "Xwé&dddah " is one of the most important concepts of Zoroastrian
jurisprudence, which is interpreted as consanguine marriage. Among the evidences
related to the existence of this custom among some Iranians, there are Greek and Roman
texts, which were explored by researchers. But the Greeks and Romans were not the
only nations that mentioned this type of marriage between Iranians. Chinese, Buddhist,
Japanese and Korean texts also have interesting information about xw&dodah. The
present article aims to examine the evidence related to xw&dddah in these texts.
Working on these sources gives us important results. First, the information of these
texts can be divided into two categories. Part of this information includes reports that
deal with this custom among Iranians and other ethnic groups of Iranian origin. The rest
is related to Iranian immigrants in the Far East. The tomb inscription of M& Shi (B K)
in Chang'an (/%) is one of the main data that shows how consanguine marriage was
practiced among Iranian immigrants in China. Secondly, according to these texts,
xweédodah was a religious practice that did not only belong to Iranians, but was
prevalent among most of the Aryans who followed the Zoroastrian religion.
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Introduction

Far Eastern texts and Greek, Roman, Armenian and Syriac classics along with Jewish,

Christian, Islamic and Buddhist religious sources have always reacted to this custom.
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The study of these traditions, especially in Greek and Roman texts, has always been of
interest to researchers. Edward West (E. W. West) was among the pioneers of theorizing
in this regard. His article in the 18th volume of the Sacred Books of the East collection
was and still is of interest. In recent years, Prods Oktor Skjaerve's articles, especially his
thoughtful article "Marriage ii. "Next of kin marriage in Zoroastrianism" in Iranica
encyclopedia (Skjerve 2013) and Jonathan Silk's article have helped a lot to understand
the nature of the ritual in various sources (Silk 2008: 433-436). The present article aims
to examine the evidence related to xw&dodah in Chinese texts. The information related
to xwedodah in the Far East sources can be divided into two parts, the first category is
the reports that talked about this custom between Iranians and Aryans, and the second
category is the information related to Iranian immigrants in China. The tomb inscription
of Mashi in Chang'an and the report of Dara in Nihon Shoki are two examples of the
practice of xwedodah among the few Iranians who migrated to China and Japan. Both
of them were Zoroastrian and performed the holy custom of xwedodah. Ohrmazd and
Amshaspandan are mentioned in the inscription of Mahwas and on the other hand, it is
reported in Nihon Shoki that the daughter or wife of Dara had a hand in composing
poetry, the content of which was mixed with Zoroastrian elements. It should be hoped
that further research in the sources of the Far East will lead to the identification of other
Iranians who respected the custom of xwedodah and practiced it for "merit, felicity and

happiness."

Materials & Methods

Due to a lack of comprehensive studies on xw&ddodah in the Chinese sources, the
researcher must identify information on on xw&dodah from a variety of primary sources,

including historical and archaeological, integrating them with modern studies.

Discussion & Result

The above researches are mainly based on the examination of Greek, Roman,
Armenian, Jewish, Christian, Pahlavi and Islamic texts, and of course, a few of them
have examined the reports of Chinese and Buddhist historians. The important point here
is that the above researches emphasized that this custom was common in the geography
of Iran and among some Iranians, and they did not pay attention to the fact that a
comparative study of eastern sources with other sources shows that close-kin marriage
is not unique to Iran and has been prevalent among many people of Aryan descent in
Central Asia and India as well; and of course, eastern sources consider this custom
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among Iranians and Aryans as a religious and traditional practice of the religious

traditions of the Zoroastrian people.

Conclusion

Close-kin marriage, which today is clearly considered a moral deviation, was
considered a political and ritual act among some ancient societies such as Egypt and
Hawaii. Sources of the ancient world from Greece to Japan have reported the existence
of this type of marriage, which is known as "xwedodah" among Zoroastrians. Far East
texts, especially Chinese texts such as Weishu, Beishi, Zhoushu, Suishu and Tongdian
are the most important of these sources, which have mentioned this custom in two ways,
especially in their reports. These texts, such as Weishu and Suishu, mention the custom
of xwedodah while describing the characteristics of Zoroastrianism, but the rest of them,
such as Jingxing ji and Wang ocheonchukguk jeon, directly mention the existence of
this custom among Zoroastrians in Persia, Sogdia, Bukhara and so on. Therefore,
historians of the Far East always considered "xwedodah" as a religious tradition. It is for
this reason that in addition to Iranshahr, these texts, along with Buddhist texts, also
mention marriage with cohabitants among Aryan-descended tribes who lived outside

Iranshahr, and this custom does not belong only to Zoroastrian Iranians.
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