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Abstract 

After the occupation of Iran in August 1941 A.D. by the Allies, the landowner class 

found an opportunity to rebuild its social position and gain more share in political 

relations. The fourteenth term of the parliamentary election was the most obvious 

appearance of this phenomenon. Following the resignation of Reza Shah in favor of the 

crown prince, the absence of centralized dominant power prepared the space for the re-

emergence of scattered landowners and interference in the parliamentary elections. This 

study has a descriptive-analytical approach and uses mixed qualitative and quantitative 

methods. The paramount aim is to reveal how the elections of the 14th parliament fell 

into the hands of the lords and how new characters from the local landowner class 

became members of parliament. The article used statistical analysis of the distribution 

of tariffs and votes which was extracted from the Shahreza constituency election's 

unpublished documents kept in the National Parliament archives. The main question of 

this research is how the Shahreza candidate got into the National Assembly with a lower 

voter turnout than the Lenjan candidate. The findings show that major local landowners, 

to the victory of their preferred candidates, not only violated the election rules but also 

effectively deprived the majority of voters in the Lenjan region of their right to 

participate in the election. 
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Introduction 

With the rise of the Pahlavi era, Iranian society was divided into six major classes: the 

Qajar nobility, clergy, merchants, bazaar traders, landowners, and peasants. Following 

the Constitutional Movement, each class earned the right to participate in parliamentary 

elections. Until the 5th parliament, members from each social group held seats in the 

National Consultative Assembly, although with unequal representation that favored elite 

landowners and nobility. Reza Shah’s centralization strategies controlled landowners' 

influence Implicitly, and his twenty-year rule saw a temporary block of their 

intervention in elections. However, with his resignation and Iran’s occupation by Allied 

forces, these landowners reemerged as significant political actors in their regions, 

especially in Shahreza and similar constituencies. 
 

Materials and Methods 

This study employs a descriptive-analytical framework, combining qualitative and 

quantitative methods to examine the effect of landowner interference on election 

outcomes. Archival data sourced from the National Assembly’s documents provides 

detailed information on the distribution of tariffs, voter turnout, and election 

irregularities in Shahreza and Lenjan. Through statistical analysis and qualitative 

assessments, the research addresses the power wielded by local landowners in shaping 

election processes. The study investigates voting distribution, demographic details, and 

electoral irregularities to determine the level of influence exerted by prominent 

landowners and quantify their impact on voter behavior. 
 

Discussion& Results 

The results underscore a strategic approach by Shahreza’s landowners to secure a 

parliamentary seat for their favored candidate, even with less voter support than the 

Lenjan candidate. Methods employed by these elites included biased tariff distribution, 

manipulation of voter accessibility, and procedural delays that directly hindered Lenjan 

residents’ ability to participate. By relocating voting stations from populated Lenjan 

areas to rural regions with lower voter density, Shahreza’s landowners restricted access 

and skewed the election results in their favor. 
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The findings highlight how the weakened state governance following Reza Shah’s 

abdication provided an environment ripe for the landowner class to employ old 

hierarchical structures. Without central oversight, landowners’ social dominance over 

their farmers and local population enabled them to influence voter turnout to an 

unprecedented degree, with substantial effects on election results. This interference not 

only violated election laws but also suppressed the voting rights of Lenjan residents, 

disenfranchising a significant portion of the constituency. In Lenjan, for instance, these 

irregularities ranged from changing polling station locations last minute to relocating 

voting centers to remote areas, which discouraged turnout among the majority of 

Lenjan’s residents. 
In previous elections under Reza  Shah’s rule, centralized government oversight had 

limited the extent to which landowners could influence election outcomes. Elections had 

largely excluded such interference, with central authorities appointing representatives 

without the electoral involvement of local landowners. The fourteenth parliamentary 

term, however, marked a resurgence of landowners' influence and highlighted their 

renewed role as major political players. This shift was part of a broader effort by local 

elites across Iran to regain and consolidate their influence in an atmosphere of 

weakened centralized control. 
Statistical analyses reveal that over 6,000 Lenjan voters were disenfranchised due to 

delays and ballot relocation tactics, supporting the study’s hypothesis that the election 

was skewed in favor of the Shahreza candidate. The documented irregularities 

demonstrate how landowners used their influence within the election supervisory 

council to impede Lenjan voters and secure victory for their candidate . 
The study concludes that the fourteenth parliamentary term marked a critical turning 

point, as landowners reestablished their influence in Iranian politics by capitalizing on 

the state’s weakened administrative control. The Shahreza election provides a clear 

example of how local elites wielded power to sideline the opposition, using existing 

social structures to circumvent electoral laws. Through this reassertion of control, 

landowners were able to shift election outcomes, reinforcing their dominance in a 

manner that would set the stage for continued political interference in subsequent 

parliamentary elections. 
 

Conclusion 

The fourteenth parliamentary elections in Shahreza illustrate how the weakening of 

centralized governance enabled the landowning class to reassert control over electoral 
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processes, shaping the political landscape to favor their candidates. By exploiting 

procedural gaps and manipulating voter accessibility, landowners sidelined Lenjan 

voters and steered the election results to serve their interests. This case study highlights 

the broader role that the landowner class played across various Iranian constituencies 

during the early 1940s, showcasing a resurgence of local elite power that influenced 

parliament representation and the continued political dominance of landowners in post-

Reza Shah Iran. 
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