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From Smuggling to Colberry

Smuggling and the Emergence of the Colberry Phenomenon
in Kermanshah (1304 to 1320)

Motaleb Motalebi”

Abstract

Smuggling is one of the phenomena whose effects and problems have plagued Iran's
border communities since the establishment of the Ministry of Customs until today, and
its consequences continue. With the rise of the Pahlavi government and the amendment
and formulation of laws, the shape and image of Iranian life also underwent changes
according to the new laws.In addition to people's appearance, these changes also
changed their livelihood. Before the establishment and implementation of monopoly
laws, the smuggling of goods by the people of the border areas was limited to personal
consumption. But with the implementation of these laws and especially the foreign trade
monopoly law in 1309, this phenomenon underwent a serious transformation.
Examining the documents shows that from this period onwards, the monopolization of
imports and the pricing of some products by the government caused a noticeable
difference in the prices of goods on both sides of the border. Therefore, traders and
merchants started importing these items on a large scale. Due to government control,
these goods were transported through unofficial crossings. Therefore, merchants and
traders turned to the use of local labor for import and export through unofficial
crossings. As a result, this period can be considered as the emergence of Colbert
phenomenon. In fact, colbari was a job that transported goods bought by merchants
from unofficial crossings to the other side of the border for a certain amount and in

groups of several people without participating in the profits of those goods.Therefore,
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the ambiguity and the problem of the research is how and why the phenomenon of
Kolbari appeared in Kermanshah during the study period. This research aims to answer
it with a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on unpublished documents and the
press.The results of the research show that with the establishment of multiple monopoly
laws, smuggling by the people of the border areas changed from a mode or form of

providing personal necessities to a way of earning a living.

Keywords: Smuggling, Colberry Phenomeno, Kermanshah, Foreign Trade Monopoly
Law, Border Areas.

Introduction

The subject of smuggling and its entry into the political literature of Iran as a
phenomenon that can cause economic-social damage to the country is related to the
establishment of the Ministry of Customs (1292 AH/1874 AD). It is from this period
that the issue of smuggling is gradually mentioned in the regulations, diaries and
documents, and since then it has continued as one of the harms and problems in the
borders of the country with ups and downs.

With the rise of Reza Khan and the rise of the Pahlavi dynasty, there were changes
in the structure of the government. These changes inevitably led to reforms in the
country's structure, including customs and government revenue and financial resources.
The government's effort to provide financial resources for its modernization and
development programs, and at the top of that, the national railway, led to the approval
and enforcement of a set of monopoly laws between 1304 and 1310. In fact, after the
approval and strict implementation of these laws, smuggling and informal exchanges
entered a new phase. At this stage, smuggling was no longer limited to hiding valuables
in authorized cargo and through official crossings, and its route changed to unofficial
and difficult crossings due to the government's strict control over official crossings.

Materials & Methods

Question: What were the reasons for the emergence of the Colbert phenomenon
between 1304 and 13207

Hypothesis:

The research hypothesis is this; With the establishment and implementation of Iran's
first monopoly law in 1304, the people of the border areas gradually and in a limited
way entered into the cycle of smuggling. The goal of the people in this period was to
provide the necessities of life and personal consumption, but after the implementation of
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the foreign trade monopoly law, a serious development took place in smuggling and a
phenomenon emerged among the people of the border areas of Kermanshah, which was
directly affected by the implementation of the foreign trade monopoly law. Was

Discussion & Result

In relation to the present issue, no independent research has been done so far. The
researches that are most related to the subject include: Illegal trade book; Wheat
Smuggling in the Western Borders (1324-1304) has examined the implementation of
government laws in the fight against wheat smuggling. The articles "Military
Performance of the First Pahlavi Government in Combating Goods Smuggling in Ilam
with Emphasis on Documents" and "Analytical Review of the Performance of the Fars
Security Force in Combating Goods Smuggling in the First Pahlavi Period (1304 to
1320/1925 to 1941 AD)" and the article "Review of the Government's Performance in
The case of wheat smuggling on the Iran-Iraq border (1304 to 1321 CE)" in all three
articles, the role and performance of the security forces in the fight against smuggling of
goods are discussed and they do not mention the process of emergence of the
phenomenon of kolbari, so no independent research has been done with the searches It
has not been done in the form of a book or article with the title and concept of

smuggling and the emergence of colbari during Reza Shah's period.

Conclusion

The results of the research show that before the establishment of the Ministry of
Customs in the Naseri period, the people of the border areas did not play a role in
smuggling goods, and basically there was no phenomenon called smuggling. If there
was smuggling, it was through official crossings and by merchants. However, with the
establishment of the Ministry of Customs and the creation of numerous customs offices
in the border areas, the people of these areas became involved in smuggling to some
extent, but at this stage, the goods that were smuggled in or out by these people were for
personal use or easier access to The market was selling. At this stage, the area and
geography involved in this phenomenon were the border villages and finally the towns,
and the smuggled goods were rarely transported to the center of the province or other
parts of the country. With the approval and implementation of multiple monopoly laws
in the Pahlavi government, the smuggling of goods entered a new stage. At this stage, in
addition to the continuation of smuggling by the people of the border areas for personal

use, the phenomenon of kolbari was also formed. Kolbaran were people who, in return
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for receiving wages, smuggled the goods of traders and merchants through unofficial
crossings. The difference between this group of Kolbaran and the previous carriers was

that this group saw smuggling and smuggling as a means of earning a living.
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