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Abstract 

Burial is considered one of the most important aspects of culture in Sassanid era. This 

issue has been investigated in the archaeological studies of the vast areas of cultural Iran 

in the last century. Roman/Byzantine historical texts in the field of burials in the era of 

Sasanian rule have provided various materials that can be analyzed in parallel with 

archaeological findings. The purpose of the upcoming research is to compare the 

Sassanid era burial information included in Roman/Byzantine historical texts with 

archaeological findings. It is necessary to compare and analyze the findings of both 

types of evidence (archaeological findings and historical texts) after parallel 

examination. This importance has been neglected in the studies of Sasanian period 

culture until now. This research has tried to answer the question that the information 

provided by the historians of the Roman Empire period as well as Byzantium (both 

Armenian/Greek and Roman) in the field of burial in the Sassanid era; To what extent is 

it consistent with archaeological evidence and religious/historical texts of this period? 

Citation studies of Roman/Byzantine texts have been analyzed separately by content 

analysis method, then the information obtained from these citation studies have been 

compared with archaeological findings. The result is that the Roman/Byzantine 

historical texts have provided relatively significant information on Sasanian burials, 
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depending on the conditions and time frame of writing, but the fanatical 

religious/national spirit governing these texts has resulted in the formation of relatively 

similar and sometimes distant works. It has become a fact that the contradiction of the 

content is considered its most obvious aspect. The authors of these texts had little 

knowledge of various burials due to differences in social class, various religions, and 

geographical and climatic conditions in the Sassanid era, but they were well aware that 

the Zoroastrian Sassanid were against burial in the soil and strongly opposed it. 

Keywords: Roman/Byzantine Texts, Burial, Archaeological Findings, Sasanian Period, 

Zoroastrian Religion. 
 

Introduction 

Based on the archaeological findings of the last century, it has become clear that the 

burial in the Sassanid era was not only based on Zoroastrian jurisprudence, which was 

done in a completely diverse manner. As a result of this variety of burial, we are 

probably facing different religious traditions in the Sassanid era or that the various sects 

of the Zoroastrian religion had different opinions about the burial method, and the view 

of different classes in this period in the field of burial should not be overlooked. It 

seems that the issue of sanctity of the soil was given priority and as a result, the body of 

the deceased was exposed to the open air (Shaist Nashayst: 215). The topic of burial in 

the open air and not burying it in the soil traditionally became an approach based on 

which other burials were somehow kept in the margin of attention. There is a group of 

historical sources in this period that were written to examine historical issues, including 

the history of political and military phenomena such as wars; However, the references 

and contents contained in these texts in the field of social and cultural history of the 

Sassanid era were less noticed by the researchers. This group of sources are the texts of 

historians and chroniclers of the Roman/Byzantine periods who have provided 

important information to represent one of the cultural and social aspects of the Sassanid 

era.This research tries to answer the question that the information provided by the 

historians of the Roman Empire period as well as Byzantium (both Armenian/Greek and 

Roman) in the field of burial in the Sassanid era; To what extent is it consistent with 

archaeological evidence and religious/historical texts of this period? 
 

Materials & Methods 

Greek and Roman texts written in the Sasanian and post-Sasanian eras are used as basic 

data in this research, and finally, using the method of historical description analysis; 

have been reviewed. 
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One of the prominent aspects of these texts is the anthropological topic in its general 

sense. This is the time when texts about culture or a part of religious culture, including 

an important topic such as burial, are to be exploited. 

The authors of the present study, like other archaeologist colleagues have considered 

(including Hodder, 1982d; Brown, 1971 etc.), use burial traditions as the most common 

method to represent the past cultural development trends, including "social structure" 

and also the subject of "religion". But the evidence we have (archaeological findings) 

and the evidence we are going to extract from Greek and Roman texts have two 

different natures. Archaeological documents are in some way ahead or in other words 

progressive, and the Greek and Roman historical texts of the period studied in this 

research (Sasanian period) have been neglected. Therefore, the mission of the current 

research is the simultaneous and parallel use of these two seemingly far-off documents. 
 

Discussion & Result 

Burial in the Sassanid period is one of the fascinating and at the same time complicated 

subjects in the study of the culture of this era. Archaeological studies and historical texts 

present researchers with different ways to investigate this practice. Combining the 

information from both will lead to the presentation of fairly documented material in this 

field. Historical texts and archaeological data do not always follow a parallel path. The 

point is that historical texts also have this feature.  

rchaeological data are a good benchmark for the authenticity of the mentioned 

historical texts in the field of burial. On the other hand, before that, it should be known 

that the existence of different religions and beliefs in the Sassanid era led to various 

burial traditions. 
 

conclusion 

The materials presented in the context of the burial of the historical texts mentioned in 

this article show that these materials, in addition to considerable contradictions 

compared to the materials of contemporary writers and his predecessors, do not have 

any reference to the burial of dissidents of the Sassanid era (except for Christians), 

while Archaeological data indicate the existence of pit burials (burials in soil) in 

different geographical areas under Sassanid rule. Some researchers have considered 

such burials in this area in connection with the presence of Christians (Bivar, 1970: 

157). This religious assignment (Christians living in the northwest of Iran) was due to 

the objects found in the graves, including crosses (Ibid).In this way, archaeological 
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findings confirm the existence of burial in the soil during the Sassanid period in 

significant parts of the areas under the rule of the Sassanid Empire, while in most cases 

of religious prejudices in the historical texts, this type of burial is clearly done by the 

Sassanid government (and not the people). Sasanian era have not been mentioned 

except for contradiction! 
Information from the texts can sometimes be matched with archaeological findings, 

such as placing the bodies of the deceased in the open site. The use of Astodan as a part 

of the secondary burial of the Sasanian period can also be inferred from these texts. The 

mentioned texts have rarely provided information on the use of rock tombs, or the burial 

place of Sassanid elites. The contradiction of the information presented in the context of 

Sasanian burial in one text and in texts of the same period and after, is caused by the 

same writing format, religious prejudices and also political considerations that cast a 

shadow on the contents of these texts. archaeological findings in the field of Sassanid 

burials have provided information on the diversity of burials, the effect of climate and 

geography on burials, as well as social classes affecting burials. 
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1. E.g Acts of Narsai, 180 and Acts of Shirin, ch. 27 emphasize the miraculous prevention of the 
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topos, e.g. Acts of Dadu, 221. See also J. Russell, “Burial iii. in Zoroastrianism”, in EIr. 
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