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Abstract

The change in traditional timing by establishing official time as the country's official
time in Iran to align with modern international standard time was one of the most
important issues in the modernization policy of the Pahlavi era. After approving the
rules and laws of Iran's official time according to Tehran's horizon in 1928 and 1935
and implementing the 24-hour modern timing model, the government initiated programs
in the state organization, social relations, and economic activities of Iranian society to
implement it, which was accompanied by challenges. The nature of these challenges and
how the government dealt with them is the issue of the present article. Therefore, one
can ask: What were the challenges of officializing time in Iran during the Pahlavi era,
and what were the government's programs in facing these challenges and people's
reactions to them?

The article's hypothesis is that the shift from the concept of traditional time to
modern timing in the modernization process of the Pahlavi era and the officialization of
time created unprecedented issues for the government. These issues were addressed
using the authority of the modern state and its legal-judicial capacity, allowing cultural
and social adaptation to take shape in Iranian society.

Examining documents and explaining the events of that period through historical
methods shows that the government, in implementing this law in state institutions and

society, faced cultural, religious, social, and geographical challenges due to differences
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in traditional and modern timing foundations, which also affected economic activities.
The government ultimately succeeded in institutionalizing official time in contemporary
Iranian society by resorting to methods of compromise, incentive-punitive culture-

building, along with utilizing legal-judicial powers

Keywords: Modernism, First Pahlavi, Official Time, Modernization, Standardization,

Social History.

Introduction

The social transformation process of the modern era in relation to new technologies
such as mechanical clocks is an intriguing topic in the field of social modernization
across different societies. In modern society, both micro and macro aspects of life are
influenced by precise temporal patterns. These precise patterns, established through
government regulations with various political and economic motivations, penetrated
many aspects of people's lives through 24-hour mechanical clock technology from the
early modern period, giving direction to society.

In this context, the management and direction of time became prominent not only
for individuals and industries in the modern era but also for governments and political-
economic powers such as the modernizing Pahlavi government. They sought to
establish their desired temporal rules in societies under their control to achieve
maximum efficiency and productivity in human and industrial actions in minimal time,
using these rules to enhance governance quality at all levels and increase its durability.

Thus, the new regulation of timing and establishment of official time as national
time to align with global time was among the most important aspects of Iran's
modernization during the Pahlavi era. This needed to be implemented through
legislation by state institutions at all government levels and in all socio-economic
relations. After standardizing all regions' time with Tehran in 1928 through state
supervision, and then establishing official time in the country in 1935 based on the
government's legal authority, a unified temporal order based on state administrative
organization and legal foundations was established uniformly across the country. This
had consequences at both governmental institutional and social relationship levels,
especially as the Pahlavi government needed to reconstruct communication processes
between state and society in implementing these policies and programs, which faced
challenges at the level of people's social actions.

Despite attention from non-Iranian researchers to this topic in Middle Eastern

studies and national or world history, the issue of time standardization and its
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foundations and consequences has not been studied as an independent subject in
historical research about contemporary Iranian history by Iranian and non-Iranian
researchers.

The challenges faced by the Iranian state and society during that period in defining
and establishing official time and modern 24-hour scheduling are defined as the present
article's problem. The research question is: What solutions did the government employ
to address the challenges of time standardization in Iranian society during the Pahlavi
period? The article's hypothesis is that the shift from traditional temporal concepts to
modern timing in the Pahlavi era's modernization process and time standardization
created unprecedented issues for the government's modernization policies, which were
resolved through the modern state's authority and its legal-judicial capacity, enabling
cultural and social adaptation in Iranian society.

Materials & Methods

This research aims to examine the Pahlavi government's challenges in establishing
official time nationwide by utilizing historical methods and recovering documents and
records from that era, particularly administrative documents and circulars that reflect the
intellectual framework and intentions of policymakers in this field. By explaining
events in their historical context, the research seeks to investigate both obvious and
hidden aspects of these challenges. These efforts aim to draw as clear a picture as
possible of the process through which Iranian society experienced a significant shift in

timing and time-orientation, profoundly affecting its vital structure in all dimensions.

Discussion & Result

Analysis of existing documents from the first Pahlavi period indicates that these
challenges were novel in their variety, scope, and political, social, economic, and
cultural dimensions. These challenges, due to their diversity and origins, as well as their
specific connection to Iran's geographical and cultural sphere, required their own unique
solutions. The Pahlavi government's approach to understanding and managing these

challenges can be divided into two general categories.

Conclusion

The government largely accepted geographical and religious challenges through
appropriate  understanding of social conditions and contemporary national

circumstances. It managed these challenges by bearing the costs of organization and
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employing alternative initiatives and methods to compensate for flexibility in
implementing modern temporal order, using the capacity of that same modern temporal
order and changes in working hours. Thus, it drew Iran's temporal modernization map
with these challenges in mind. However, in the realm of social relations and human
resources, the Pahlavi government took a somewhat different approach. In this regard,
utilizing legal legislative, executive, and judicial levers, it first drew a comprehensive
and precise map of modern timing in Iran based on a coherent and coordinated temporal
structure. Then it established its laws accordingly. Subsequently, to establish and
implement these temporal laws, it strongly employed its judicial authority. It deprived
law-breakers of various social and economic privileges through various legal and
judicial measures to break down elements resistant to modern time law, and it can be

said that it was largely successful in this endeavor.
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