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Abstract

Flood, as a natural hazard, was a current phenomenon in the Safavid period, and the
report of its occurrence in the historiographical and traveler texts of this period had a
significant reflection. Considering the impact of this natural hazard on Iranian society,
this article aims to identify the process, causes, and social consequences of floods in the
Safavid period. The question here, according to historical and traveler texts, occurrence
of floods in the Safavid period passed what process, causes, and social consequences?
This article shows that Iran experienced much climate variability during the Safavid
period, leading to sudden rains and rising water in rivers. These factors caused a peak of
flood overflow in the first half of 11 AH that was able to included most of Iran’s
geography, especially in its central, southern, and northwestern regions. Furthermore,
floods had fewer casualties than other natural hazards, such as earthquakes, famines,
and plagues, they could significantly affect the downfall of the residential localities,
specifically in urban neighborhoods, and equip a ground for people to resort to
historical memory to interpret and face the floods.

Keywords: Flood, Iran's Society, People's life, Safavid Era, Natural Hazard.

Introduction

In the Safavid period, Authors of resources also attended to document these accounts of
natural hazards, as in prior Safavid resources. One of these natural hazards was the
flood events. It is an unavoidable necessity in the context of the human environment,

+« Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran, yassermollazaei@ut.ac.ir
Date received: 01/09/2024, Date of acceptance: 07/10/2024



Abstract 338

constantly included Iran's geography areas and assembling many consequences for the
Iranian people, especially the death of people and the impacts on economics and
residential localities. Due to the climate variability and the effect of flood’s social and
economic consequences on society, the two groups of historians and travelers tried to
record flood events in the Safavid period. Although historians and travelers recorded the
sporadic mentions in their texts, a comprehensive and accurate review of these reports
could reveal the dimensions of the floods in the Safavid period. Considering the
scattered references to the occurrence of floods in historiographical texts and
travelogues on the one hand and the irreplaceable impact of this calamity on the society
and the economy of the people, the issue of future research is based on what is the
process, causes, and effects of the flood as a natural phenomenon.

The purpose of the upcoming research is to identify the temporal and spatial trends
of floods in Iran during the Safavid era and to investigate the impact of this natural
event on the social life of the people in this historical period. The main question of the
article is, according to the reports of historians and travel writers, what were the trends
and causes of the flood in the Safavid period, and to what extent could it affect people's
lives?

About the research background, among the scholars, Charles Melville, in an article
to be reviewed meteorological hazards and disasters in Iran to 1950. This review
documented just nine cases of floods in the Safavid period. Melville ignored the process
and causes of the flood in the Safavid period. Nevertheless, due to ignoring many of the
primary resource data, he couldn’t show an authentic and appropriate perspective of the
social consequences of the flood. In a recent article, the other foreign scholars,
Gustafson and Speer, paid attention to the impression of environmental crises during the
collapse of the Safavid dynasty. According to their argument, some world regions,
especially Iran, underwent an environmental crisis at the same time as 11 AH/ 17 AD,
which could have impacted the political state. In their article, scholars argued that
environmental crises played a role in the downfall of the Safavids. This article
mentioned the impacts of famines, droughts, and illness, but the effects of the floods on
Iran’s politics, society, and economics were not addressed.

Iranian scholars noticed only the number of floods in the Safavid period. Zahra
Shafei, in their master’s thesis titled “Accidents and natural disasters in Safavid Iran,”
recorded a series of disasters, including Famine, Earthquake, Plague, Cholera, Flood,
Cold weather, and Snow. It was partly related to the flood; she mentioned it in general.

And there haven’t been many reports of the flood in the historiography and traveler
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texts of the Safavid period. This issue made her unable to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the process, causes, and social consequences of floods in the Safavid
period. Another Iranian scholar, Babak Shaikh Baikloo Islam, in an article titled
“Evidence and consequences of the flood in Iran from prehistory to the present,” noted
seven cases of flood in the Safavid period that most of her references are written by
Charles Melville and many of the natural hazards of floods that are reflected in

historical and traveler texts, had been neglected.

Materials & Methods

This article is organized by documentary method and refers to the data of

historiographical and travelogue texts.

Discussion & Result

In the writings of historians and travelogues of the Safavid period, the position of the
flood narrative is based on three descriptive models: Assigning a particular title about
the flood and its detailed description, The flood report under the chronological events
and the years of the reign of the kings and Flood reports in the trail of political, military,
and traveler resorts.

Evaluating the process of floods in the Safavid period based on the three patterns
stated shows that Iran's geography experienced an assortment of climate variability with
the Safavid period, of which sudden rainfall and rising river water, especially in the first
half of the 11 AH, are among the most significant consequences. These two factors
provided the ground for peak floods in this period and, mainly in the urban centers of
Iran in the central areas centered on Yazd, Isfahan, Qazvin, and Qom, the eastern
regions centered on Sistan and Kerman, and the northwestern areas. Among the social
consequences, the representation of the beliefs and general credence in Iranian society is
considerable. In the manner when occurred the natural hazard of flood, items including
the issue of contingent flood forecasting between elites and ordinary people,
representing people's historical memory by comparing the flood with some past events,
including Noah's flood, was able to play a role in the general beliefs of the Safavid era
Iranian society.

Conclusion

The important point is that although Iran’s geography experienced many floods in the
Safavid period, it seems that Compared to other natural hazards, especially earthquakes,
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plagues, and illness, floods caused fewer casualties. As a result, they didn’t play a
constitutional role in reducing the population of Iranian cities. Instead, most of its
consequences focused on destroying urban centers, including neighborhoods and their
structures. Although Most of the Safavid period floods were reported by court
historians, they didn’t mention the government's direct role in dealing with the

destructive consequences of the flood quickly.
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