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Abstract

Rise of modernity discourse in late Qajar period ignited an intellectual movement for
rethinking various aspects of women’s social life, with education at its epicenter. Some
Iranian modernists of the time began to view women’s education as an essential
precondition for meaningful societal changes. In this way, they focused on criticizing
traditional education and defending its replacement with modern education. However,
establishing new schools was not the end of their struggle; some cultural modernists
also criticized the foundations of these new schools. They were not only interested in
expanding education but also in improving the conditions of schools. This essay
investigates the pathological view of these cultural modernists on the mechanisms
governing these schools, aiming to demonstrate that their concern for education was
multifaceted. The issue is addressed from two aspects. Firstly, the modernists’ criticism
of the government and statesmen is discussed; They argued that the government had not
taken adequate measures to support and improve schools, suggesting that stronger
government support would enhance the situation. Secondly, beyond criticism, the
modernists proposed solutions to improve the status of schools. They were not content

with mere criticism; they sought to provide a suitable model for new girls’ schools.
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Their proposals included improving the physical structure of schools, ensuring proper

hygiene, and employing capable teachers to enhance the quality of education.

Keywords: Constitution, Modernization, Women, School, Education.

Introduction

Women's education during the constitutional period has always been a fascinating
issue for researches. Here, we can distinguish two groups of authors in this field: the
first one includes those who have touched the problem of women's education while
examining the process of modernizing of the educational system in contemporary
Iran. In these researches, we can get some information about the evolution of the
country's education system, including the activities of missionaries and the
establishment of girls' schools by them, the education of girls, the names of new girls'
schools and their founders. The second group focused mainly on women's education
system during the period and its problems. In these works, the authors have
mentioned the obstacles and challenges faced by girls' schools at the beginning of
their establishment. The authors of these works have not addressed the issues and
problems of girls' schools. Soheila Torabi Farsani is one of these scholars who
through publication of related documents tried to point out some of the problems and
challenges of girls' schools in the constitutional and Pahlavi periods in her works
Focusing on schools, this essay tries to demonstrate that how issues such as the
appearance of schools and its forces became the issue of modernists. In other words,
education was not the end point of the efforts of the modernists. For them, the quality
of schools and the way students are taught were also essential.

Materials & Methods

This is an historical research with socio-cultural approach that is based mainly on
factual data gleaned from archival journals and newspapers. To actualize the
purposes, an explanatory-descriptive approach is employed and tried to advance the
research question of paper. In the same way, literary material such as diaries,
memoires and travelogues are employed to provide a more comprehensive narrative.
Still, the data of these sources are mainly related to the education of women before
the constitutional revolution. Based on this, women's newspapers still contain the
most information about women's schools. However, among the publications of this
period, two newspapers Sokufeh and Setareh-e- Iran have provided the most data
related to the topic of the research.



123 Abstract

Discussion & Result

This research, by examining the content of related sources, especially newspapers of this
period tried to explore the critical attitude of cultural modernists towards the physical
space of schools and their human resources. As it may concludes, a group of modernists
authors tried to shed a pathological light on the modernizing experience in the field of

education. In order to draw a more favorable situation for the education of girls.

Conclusion

It seems that in the first axis, these critics have tried to present their pathological and
critical view of these schools from the perspective of physical space and human power.
The lack of support from the Ministry of Education, the financial problems of the
founders, the lack of a uniform model for school administration, the weakness of the
training mechanism and the recruitment of human resources in schools, the lack of
sanitary conditions are among the issues that have been in the focus of the critics of
girls' schools. In the second axis, supporters of women's education took a step beyond
criticism and tried to offer suggestions and solutions to overcome this situation.
Compilation of employment laws for hiring teachers and other elements of schools, the
need to establish a teacher training center for training teachers, providing health
suggestions such as setting up schools in suitable places, hiring a doctor to examine
students and providing food plans and solutions to students' families and the need to pay
attention to their mental health, including There were solutions provided by cultural
modernists. Although there was a long way to implement these solutions in families and
their follow-up by the Ministry of Education, but their plan was like a lever to inform
those in charge.
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