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Abstract

Persian kings have emphasized their Achaemenid or Aryan/Persian ancestry in royal
inscriptions. Written records and evidence like coins, seals, monuments, and reliefs
depict these kings as Persian heroes or as part of the Persian man. However, the
Achaemenid Empire also accorded a distinctive worth to Persian men and people.
This was no coincidence; Persians have been highlighted numerous times for their
importance and contributions to the empire's purposes. It is crucial to remember that
both of these categories are propagandistic sources that aim to disseminate the
Achaemenid Empire's ideology through the idea of the "Persian man." The wording
of the Achaemenid royal inscriptions states that the Persians' merits brought peace
and order to their large area. The Persians, of course, were a hierarchical people,
with the king at the top of the pyramid and equality limited to the royal ideological
inscription. The Persians themselves actually existed in a hierarchy.
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Introduction

It appears that Darius I is the founder of the notion of the Persian man, which he
refers to in his different inscriptions. Until the inscriptions of Darius the Great, there
was no reference to the Persian king or the Persian people. Up to the fall of the
Achaemenid Persian Empire, this notion and concept appeared to be stable. Persian
men and people are depicted as having a high status in the inscriptions and unwritten
sources dating back to the reign of Darius the Great. It goes without saying that the
Persians are superior to other ethnic groups and their subject countries because they
are the dominating nation, but did this superiority actually exist, or was it only
expressed in ideological statements? Which documents and evidence can be used to
support or refute it? What intentions did the Persian kings have for this initiative?
What documents and evidence exist for the propagandistic ideological notion of men
and Persians? Is there any proof that they have spread throughout the kingdom and
expanded? How do we interpret the Persians' hierarchical position? The order had to
be upheld and the king's enemies had to be vanquished by the people of Persia and
the Persian Kara (people-army). The ideological and propagandistic component of
Persian man and people should not be overlooked; examples of this include coins,
statues, seals, reliefs, as well as other documents. This evidence demonstrates the
Persians' total domination, superiority, and domination. The idea of a Persian man
was developed and made popular by royal planners and decision-makers who were
focused on the monarch and the court. Royal iconography dominated court and
official art, which played a significant role in this process. The legitimacy, authority,
competence, and authority of the Persian people—with the king at the center—were
articulated and propagated within this conceptual and ideological framework. The
concept of Persian man and people and their position in Achaemenid ideology have
not been the subject of independent research; among these studies, of course, some
have discussed the status and significance of the Persians, particularly the Persian
king. Attention should be paid to Root's (1979) fundamental study on the issue of
king and kingship in Achaemenid royal iconography. In Rollinger (2016) and
Granerad (2013), the propagandistic and ideological strategies of the Persian royal
inscriptions are reflected. Salahshour's PhD thesis (2022) on the archeology of
power in the Parsa site has addressed the propaganda and ideological instruments of
the Achaemenid period, as well as the role and significance of Persian men and

people under the royal inscriptions.
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Materials & Methods

To achieve the study goals in this work, description and analysis have been used of
library material, particularly royal inscriptions and classical texts. Of course, non-
written sources have also been crucial in this subject matter, including visual
representations and archeological evidence. In that the Achaemenid royal ideology is
explored in relation to the concept of the Persian man and people, the study is also
historical in nature. It is important to keep in mind that the majority of the research
for this study was done on Persian Empire documents, media, courtly and official
art, all of which had a significant impact on the analysis and results.

Discussion & Result

One of the most significant principles of the official and royal worldview and
ideology of the Persian monarchy is the concept and discourse of the Persian man
and people and its propagation. The written and unwritten ideological and
propagandistic documents and evidence, involving royal choices and planning, as
well as court and official art and iconography of the Achaemenid period, form the

basis of the article's content and structure.

Conclusion

The idea of a Persian man and people is deeply ideological and connected to the
supremacy and domination of the Persian people as well as their superior status.
Persian man and warrior fought far from Persia and took Egypt from Persia. He
fights and vanquishes both human and non-human enemies, including hybrid and
actual animals, in his capacity as a Persian and royal warrior. There was a
hierarchical relationship among the Persian people, and the Persian king was the
head of the Persian people and held an unassailable high position. Nevertheless, the
Persian people had a greater standing than other ethnic groups and peoples, as
evidenced by the detailed examination of documents and other supporting material.
Numerous records, including royal inscriptions and, in particular, the designs on
coins and seals, demonstrate the universal dominance of the Persian people and the
Persian man. This idea was widely accepted across the empire. The official
philosophy and ideas of the Achaemenid Empire were successfully propagandized
by the deliberate and planned promotion of the Persian man by the propagandistic

apparatus of the Achaemenid Empire.
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