Social History Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2024, 293-316
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/shc.2024.48739.2549

“Preliminary Research on Occupational Injuries of Craftsmen
and the Introduction of ‘Harmful Occupations’:

A Review of Historical Texts from the Mongol

and Ilkhanid Periods in Iran”
Yazdan Farrokhi’

Abstract

The categorization of occupations and trades in the social history of Iran, particularly
concerning the injuries, effects, and damages incurred by artisans during their daily
work, is a novel approach that this study aims to illuminate by examining historical
texts from the Mongol period in Iran. This approach seeks to apply a new historical
perspective to a number of data points from historical texts. The present article,
employing a descriptive and analytical method, addresses the question of what aspects
of injuries and damages resulting from the daily work of artisans are reported in the
historical texts of post-Mongol and Ilkhanid Iran. Given the novelty of the subject area,
a conventional hypothesis has not been proposed. Nevertheless, the research findings
will demonstrate that workplace pollution and the raw materials used by artisans, along
with their impact on the respiratory health of artisans in such environments, were among
the occupational hazards of this period. These hazards were likely and possible despite
the artisans’ skills and experience.
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Introduction

statement of the subject:In the social history of Iran, valuable efforts have been made to

accurately identify occupations and professions by dividing them from different
perspectives, but so far, the classification of occupations in the sense that those
occupations and occupations cause injury, complications, and damage during daily
work, effects on the body of the artisans, it has not been paid attention to, therefore the
current research aims to shed light on the conditions of work and profession and its
owners during the period of the Mongol rule in Iran and using the data contained in the
historical texts, tries to this research should be an introduction to further studies in other
periods of Iranian history.

Questions and hypothesis:In the middle history of Iran, the Mongol period is very
distinct and valuable in terms of the information provided by the historical texts about
the subject of the current research; Because it is said that the conquest of the Mongols
provided them with more fields of dynamism and mobility, and the way the Mongols
dealt with them caused more cohesion within them, hence its reflection in historical
texts caused the amount of references to them in different texts. The history of this
period is significant, and therefore, by posing this question in the historical texts of Iran
during the Mughal period, in what fields have losses and damages arising from
employment among artisans been reported?

Thus, by posing this question, the study of historical texts in different forms of
historiography, mystical treatises, biographies, moral texts and the like will be
addressed, and according to the requirements of the research, a limiting hypothesis will
not be taken, except that It seems that among the respiratory pollutions arising from the
substances that the professionals dealt with in the work environment and their
inhalation, it has had the most impact on the health of the professionals.

Materials & Methods

This article has been done with a descriptive and analytical method and in order to
determine the subject limitation and precision in the research, it has adopted the
following definition of "harmful occupations": "Occupational and professional activities
in which the working environment and the materials used in it harm the health of
professionals. It hurts and hurts." In this definition, losses are taken into consideration
that could not be fixed or prevented even with the skills and measures of the artisans in

those days and with the facilities of Mongol and Ilkhanid Iran.
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Discussion & Result

The result of this research shows that in the history of Iran, a number of professions can
be classified in the category of unprofitable occupations, which can provide a basis for
further research by knowing more about the status of the professions. It also shows that
in Iran during the Mongol period, people in active occupations and they were working
hard, despite the apparent damage to their lives and bodies, but due to the society's need

for their activities, there was no other way to continue their activities.

Conclusion

Among the unprofitable occupations, we can mention "tanning", "night man",
phlebotomist", "coppersmithing", " shoemaker" and " alchemist", which the historical
texts of Iran during the Mughal period clearly describe the injury and suffering of
artisans in The effect of daily work in that job makes information available. In all cases,
except for "Copper", the problem of the workers was respiratory pollution in the
workplace. In other words, the equipment, raw and primary work materials and in
general the working environment of at least the five jobs mentioned have been so
polluted that despite the skills and experience of the business owners, examples of
pollution and injuries from their employment can still be seen in the texts.
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